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‘To the Patrons of the Work. 





Sern G afide the idea of a laboured Preface, 
{have reprinted the following Letters in this Form, 
hoping that it may be the Means of further {pread- 
ing the Knowledge, and increafing the Influence 
of them. 

An Effay on Hoxour cannot fail of raifing the 
Curiofity of fome of the Wealthy, the Noble, and 
the Ambitious, whoare the forwardeft tolay claim 
to the Character of a Man of Honor, 

In an Age, when the American Nation is rifing 
in Greatnefs and Refpegtability, with fuch gigantic 
Strides, nothing could be mere feafonable, than 
the Impreflion, that Virtue is the High-road to 
Preferment, and that Vice, though gilded with 
Titles and fhielded with Wealth, is fti contempt- 
ible, 

The many Appointments to Office, made by 
our Excellent Prefident,. being univerfally approv- 
ed, at once evince, that Merit alone, and not 
Courtly-cringes, is the Recommendation which 
fu-ceeds with him. 

This work, having been wrote in England, and 
printed there in the Weekly Mifcellany, has now 
undergone a few trifling alterations, owing to local 
circumftances; but, in no inftance has the Author's 
meaning been changed or affected, 


With the greateft deference to his Patrons, 


The Editor {ub(cribes himfelf, 
Their devoted fervaat, 


Scewart Herbert. 
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ESSAY on HONOUR. 


OR ae I Oe Crna moa CO RL A 


LETTER I. 


Na late letter I took notice ofa dangerous e- 

vil, arifing from a mifapplication of names and 
confufionof characters, and particularly with re- 
gard to thofe wrong-headed gentlemen who are 
the great pretenders to Free-thinking, I fhall now 
eonfider another {pecies of ambiguities, common- 
ly called Aten of Howenr , to which all men make 
pretenfions, and to which not one in a thoufand 
has areal title. J fhall endeavour to explain the 
true meaning of the words, and refcue them from 
the ebufes of common {peech, from whence it will 
evidently appear who are really and truly Aen of 
Honour, and who they are that vainly affume the u- 
tle, without any real foundation of claimto fupport 
it. Mr, Addifox has longago obferved in one of his 
Tatlers, that 6 modern effineation, the fingle point of he- 
sour was courage in men and chaftityin wemen, Whence 
it comes co pafs, that every man who dares to 
fend, or accept a challenge, and every pretty te- 
male that dares to refufe one, have an indifputa- 
ble title to Hesesr: And he that has religion and 
good fenfe enough to refufe a challenge, is in dan- 
ger of being kicked out of the fafhionable world 
for afcoundrel and a coward; and every woman 
who has once been fo unhappy as to offend in 
point of chaftity, cannot by the moft fincere re- 
pentance, 





pentance, by all the merciful abatements that oughe 
to be made for human frailty, and a thoufand ami- 
able qualities befides, thrown into the balance, be 
ever able to wipe off an indelible ‘mark of infamy 
fixed upon her byall the ill-natured prudes and 
coquets adourfowa. 

1 have often thought that from thefe falfe noti- 
ons one might account; foryaumberiefs abfurdities 
in common life, of which I {hall only mention two 
or three. Thereis many, aunan, who, if you were 
to charge him with, blafphemy, -adultery, fornicas 
non, or drunkennefs, would -hear.it with patience, 
ac leaft, if nog with pleafure, and.might perhaps 
have the prepofterous.-.vanity, of, affecting .to be. 
thought more wicked, than.he really, was ;. butif 
you were to give that. main thelye, he would! take 
fice at once, and nothing bys blood fhould..give 
him fatisfaction,... Now, whence; ¢an thig proceed, 
but from an-opinion that a lye, isa certain mark 
of cowardice, that none buc.aa.,abjed& {coundrel 
could be guilty of a thing shat he would. be 
afhamed fo own, and’ that lying was the mott 
infamous {aeaking vice that could infect the: heart 
or congue, of man, ool Rr 

Hence alfo proceeds the cammon miftaken no- 
tions of Po/fs..of Hoxoxr, by..which is. commonly 
uaderitood no. more than certain polts or offices 
to which precedence with titles and badges of ho- 
nour, are ufually affixed, without any confideration 
of the merit of che perfons, the nature of the. fer- 
vice, the means by avhich they were obtained, and 
the ufes that are made of them. When the honour 
and fervice of their prince and country, are the on- 
ly views aimed at in erecting and filling: thefe 
polts, when they are freely beftowed as the * 
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( § 2 
wards of fuperior merit, and are executed with fi- 
delity and courage, ‘they are then really and truly 
Pofts of Honours but ifthey be: only erected upon 
private,’ perfonal,, and ‘corrupt views, purchafed 
‘by tlie beft bidder, or beftowed ‘as the inglorious 
rewards of venalityand:-proftitution;:and executed 
with all the low cunning of a ftockjobber, ors 
jockey.—-In all {uch cafes, as Mr. Adasen finely 
exprefles it.) the: Poft of Honour ts the private fration. 
+: Burthe moftabfurd abuf of:the wotd, is, Deées 
of Honoxrs by which are ufually underftood only 
fuch ‘debts as are contracted by play, or-wagers, whe- 
ther ‘at the quadulle table, or -New-market, Lady 
Fownty is {crupuloufly punctual in difcharging 
her p/ay debes;, but has no :patience to pay her mo- 
ney to a pack of flovenly dirty: sradefmen, who, 
for: feveral years, have:had the Aozear to provide 
food:and: raiment for her ladyfhip and her family 5 
which, ifthe. ra(cals had, éither ‘manners, or ,con- 
{cience, they. wouldsthink.a fufficient. reward for 
alk the time and-expence they could poffibly em- 
ploy in fuch:an: hoxour able {ervice, . 

To rectify. thefe,;, and»many. other prevailing 
miftakes: upon: this head, I {halk endeavour: to 
throw together.a few occafional thoughts concern- 
ing the true notion of Hoxoxr, ins oppofition to 
the popular prejudices and miftakes about it, with 
the true ufes and-abufes ofboth, | 

True Honour is feated in. the Sox#/, ft is a kind 
of fons perennis, rifing from a generous, heart, and 
flowing with a natural and eafy defcent into all the 
different traces of life and channels of duty, re- 
fre(hing, invigorating, :and adorning all the facul- 
ties of the foul, the language of the tongue, the 
very air of the face, and morions of the body. . Ie 
difplays 
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{ 6 ) | 
difplays itfelf in'2 natural unaffeéted-ereatnefs and 
firmnefs of mind, improved by:a train of wife and 
religious reflections, and generous: aétions, oin 
‘which perfonal virme.and real merit truly. confift, 
The. Jewish. Cabbalifts had 2 prenty allegory to ex- 
prefs this truth as founded. in the original make 
and frame of nature. They tell us, that. when 
Mofes de{cribes the great river of Eden, branching 
out into four ftreams, and. watering: the whale 
garden of God, Gen, ii, 10, we are to underftand 
by Paradife the foul of man,- The river. was this 
cénnata wiriss, this original fountain of truth and 
virtue, arifing from the very root and effence 
of the foul, and branching: out into the four: cat- 
cinal virthes, and all the other lower degrees and 
Kinds of virte, even the énferior morals of affability, 
politenefs; pood-nature, and good-manners; that 
in {hort there: lies hid in the root of every:human 
foul, however defaced by ignorance, and deform: 
ed by fin, « fund of good, ‘an oracle of truth; which, 
when affifted by a happy concurrence of external 
caufes, fuch as particularly the ftruéture of the ors 
gans, and the texture of the blood and: fpirits, 
will, by due culture and difcipline, naturally ex: 
ert itfelf in a train of great, generous, and benefi- 
cent actions, f{uitable to the orginal orandeur and 
dignity of its nature. This is: what Virgsl, in: his 
Pythagoric ftile, calls the Jgnens Vigor 69 Cileftia 
Orige of the human foul. This, in the prefent ru- 
inous ftate of human nature, lies very Often. buri- 
ed under the ruins of ignorance and vice, like vas 
luable coins, medals, ftatues, pillars, and other 
beautiful ornaments of architeéture; or to {peak 
more properly, that order, f{ymmeiry, and pro+ 
pertion, which were as the foul of the ass 
le 











: J 
lie buried under the ruins of a once famous an? 
magnificent building. Heace it comes to pafs. 
that many an exc ellent ¢ ee is loft to the worla, 
lies hid among the rubbith of mankind, who, with 
proper afliftance, cue culture, and ina happy fitus 
ation, might have done honour to human nature, 
and been a public blefling to mankind.-4 Atan of 
Honour, confidered in this light, performs not on- 
ly all the a&ts of virtue in ne and privaie life, 
but does them witha peculiar propriety and cig- 
nity of behaviour, as the conwerfesrs in writing, 
mufic, painting, architeCture, or even drefs, ex- 
ecute even the jufteft defigns, not ay with pros 
poruon and truth, but wi th fuch d sa ipaaaiagt em. 
bellifhments, and graces, as naturally flow from 
a fine tafle, and an improved underftanding, This 
alone, in high iife, makes bees princes Uiey frictss 
heroes, gallant commanders, vigilant macifirares, and 
heabee dls la igh and, in “the fer dearee of 
focial life, indulgent husbands, tender fathers, af 
fectionare friends, merciful landlords and miajters, 
faithfil tenants and fervants, and executes all the 
relative duties of life with jultice and honour. This 
is the true honeur and real virtue, the only. pro- 
- per foundation of all the honourable diftin@ions 
among men in all the different {tations of life, and 
it was ajuft and wife obfervation of the poer*, 
Lvebilitas folaelt a:que unica Virtus. 


This is trae Howxemr, which tl he greareft Princes up- 
on @a bh cin neither give saws away. 


* See a mot excellent Treatife npon true Greatrefs by 
r. Rollin, iv one of hts Volumes 5 pen the St tudy of the 
Belles Lettre Ss Met 


hb. 
















































Men ihat have approved themfelves thus emi- 
neotly.and illuftrioufly. good, bave, in all ages and. 
countries been diftinguifhed, by., wife Princes and 
Governors, by certain honorable titles andenfigns 
of digniiy, exprefliye of their particular merit, as 
might at once atrraét and command the reverence 
of inferiors, and encourage others, to excel, And 
this has produced a fecondary and improper fenfe 
ofthe word foeneur, which by a fatal abufe of lan- 
puage. has almoft (wallowed up the other, and is 
too often fubftiruted in its room, meaning no more 
chan the honorable rewards and ttles ufually be- 
ftowed npon.perfons of fuperior virtue, How-it 
has happened that thefe honorable titles have, in 
many cafes, been made hereditary, and entailed 
not only.on the dire¢t line, but even’ the collate- 
ral branches. of the family, is not eafily accounted 
for. Ifit were upona prefumption that a wifeand 
good mancould enrail his moral, and intellectual 
accomplifhments, as well as his eftate,and _utles, 
npon theheirs of his body lawfully begotten, it 
was avery great compliment to_ the merit of the 
father, as well as to the virtue of the mother 3 and 
ic would be quite.a right, inftitution, thar arace of 
virtuous and honorable defcendants {hould enjoy 
all the honors and privileges conferredupon ther 
virtucus and bonorable progenitors. Were @ 
man unexperienced in human nature and the fre- 
quent in{tances of degeneracy that abound in i, 
were he onlyro confider the general courfe of na- 
ture in the animal and vegetable worlds, he might 
be ternpted to conclude, that as all animals and ve- 
gerables. produce heir like with very little vari- 
ety and deviation, bur whar arifes from. external 
and accidental caufes, manalfo, the molt perfect 
creature 
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Y 9u¥ 
creature, the head and Lord of the mundane fyftem, 
thould do the fame; ‘and that the Poet argu- 
ed very philofophically, as well as politely, when 
‘he faid, * : | 


Fortes Creantar fortibus 0¢ bows, 
Ef is juvencis, eff in eqnts Patrum 
Firtus, nec imbellems feroces 

Progencrant aguile columbans, 
‘This was, indeed, a very pretty compliment 
from a well bred man to a potent Emperor, anda 
yenerous Patron, but has more in it of the good 
Co biict than the pood Philofopher. Far {ad 
experience f{hews tis the contrary 5 the bet and 
wifeft man upon earth has no fecuricy whether his 
heir fhall be a wife man or a fool, a good man or 
a rake, a patriot or a penfioner, a hero or a for. 
Many aflourifhing tree in the Herald’s Office has 
produced fome fuch forry {ticks of woad as could 
be reduced to no form or ufe, or admit of any po- 
ith. ‘Irfhould feem thereforé ‘to be giving too 
much credit to the virtue of the prefent poffeffor 
to entail fuch degrees of wealth and honcur upon 
his poiterity, as to enable them, if they prove vi- 
cious, to do as much mifchiet to the world in rime 
to come, as he had done good in time paft. ' This 
isan entail of fuch anature, that no demerit, €x- 
cept high-treafon againft the fovereign, can ever 
cut it off from the moft unworthy defcendants. 
Way fhould it aor alfo extendwithas mach jattice 
to their eftates and fortunes, (0 as ro fecure them 
_ from ever being wafted, or diminifhed by profufi- 
on and exiravagance, in bar toall the legal de- 
mands of the honeft and induftrious creditors 7 i 
he mut 














































Ci toem 
mutt be owned that this is fometimes the cafe, ag 
It was t thets ght a proper precaution to fecurea com- 
petent provilion of ‘fortune to attend the honours 
t the tami ly y> "gue with bow much juttice tothe pub- 


rf 

lic, upon a thorough and circumitantial furyey of 
2 { “/ 3 1 

ike cale, let any man judge. I wilh it could be 


faid with any appeal rance of truth, that this is an in- 
vicious and impolh upp and thar the 
never could be debafed by pafl- 
uted hanna - that the legirimate 
‘of noble anceitors never could sraliae- 
ate from heir kind vas. Mr. Dryaen expreffes’ it): 
But that fuchinttances 2 really have happened where 
reitherthe natural nor intelle 2tual abilines of the fa- 
nor the viriue of the mother, have ever been 
led in quettion, will, I haa require no. proof, 


Aad waenever this happens to be the cafe, it 
would be awile and afeful in{titation to ereét anor 


ttiee Cowre of Honours another bench of judges, WRO, 
lik2 the c4njars inancient. Greece and Rome, andthe 


molt celebrated eafers nations, fhould ne pow- 
er to ttrip the worthlefs bearer of fuch bonourable 
diftinétions ag are are eproach 0 his demerit, and 
es end or divert the entail alla proper perfon of 
the faine blood i could be found, who, in the jude- 
ment of the court, might be though worthy to 


Reyes thy oer 
Wedr taiem. 
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LETTER 11. 
¢ Believe it would be hard to produce any one 
order of Knightaood in cariffan countries, whe 
are not bouad by the {tatutes ef thelr refpective 
founduiiona, 
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foundations, principally, and among other articles, 
to defend Goa's haly religion, the immunities of the church, 
and the liberties of their country, ab well as the honour of 
their (overeion; to protec? widews and orphans, to alfift 
the diftreffed, aud to refcue the helplef from violence and 
wrong, and to exert all other acts of heroic and mi- 
litary virtue; and thar a default in either of thefe, 

to which they folemnly bound themfelves by their 
inftallation oath, fhould fubjeét themto the infa- 
mous penalties injoined by the rules of their order, 
fuch as particularly with us, to have sheir ernss rever{- 
ed, thetr [words broke, amd thew [purs hack'd off by the 
majter-ceok of the king's hitches: \Nhich { believe no 

man eleéted into thole iMsfrions bodies would, at the 
time of election, think to be an unreafonable pu- 
niiNmenr, however he may alter his opinion af. 

terwards, forfundry and fpecial reafons him thete- 
unto moving. Now, 1 fay, ifatrain of virtuous 

and meritorious actions, which alone could intitle a 

man to thofe honours, could norbe able ro proteét 

him from the infamy due to his afterdémerir,it feems 

to be a:peculiar kind of indulgeaceto rhe worthlefs 

defcendants of honorable anceitors who fubfitt 

purely upon the original ftock of family merit, 

(which they have been fo far from improving that 

they have done nothing to {upport it) fhould yer 

upon that fingle confideration, be {creened from 

a 


the infamy due to their own perfonal demerit. 
That perfoxal merit is the fole foundation of ho- 
nour is always confeffed by rhofe that beftow them, 
and wharever fecret fervices, or peculiar kinds of 
merit were the real ground of their promotion, 
yet forms and appearances mutt {till be kept up, all 
the public and private virtues chat can digaify and 
ennoble human nature arerecifed in the body of the 
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( 12) 
patent, as the only meritorious demand upon the 
royal fountain of honour, This, at once, purges, 
as the grave buries, all the natural and moral de- 
feéts of the bearer ; and the encomiums in the pa- 
rent and the epitaph are generally in truth and fub- 
Stance much the fame. If it fhould ever happen un- 
der a weak or wicked prince, or a corrupt minifter, 


“(for {uch there have been, and may be againin the 


world,) thar the only fuccefsful recommendation 
to both fhould be a fervile fhamelefs compliance 


swith the vices and follies ofa court, or bemg 


thoroughly dipped in all the dirty {chemes of ava- 
rice and ambion; if a perfon who had no o- 


_ther kind or degree of merit bur an abfoluse fub- 


ynifien to their commands, ora dexterous execu- 
tion of their moft infamous defigns, fhould be re- 
warded with a patent, what a glorious catalogue 
of fablime virtues, conjummate abilines, and hero- 
ic a¢tions would be crowded rogerher to fll it up, 


-and ftuff out the folernn farce of utular greatnefs, 


to illuftrate the reafon of the grant, the merit of 
che receiver, and juftice and favour of the giver? 


Such the fatyrift tells us was once the ftate of me- 


yit and reward in ancient Reme, 
Hle crncem {celerss previuna tulit, bie Diadema, 


The fame villany that raifed one rogue to a gibbet, raif- 


_€@ another to a throne. It mult indeed be allowed that 


this was in a heathen country, and can never be 


_{afpeted to happen in a chri/ffian nation; but if it 


Should be poflible for chriftians to turn heathens, 


vas heachens have turned chriftians, the fame thing 
Might perhaps happen again; aod in fuch.a cafe, 


all: the titles, coroners, and subbands in the npi- 
verfe 
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verte could no more cure the moral def As of fich 
a character than they could a wry neck, a hump 
back, a leprous skin, or a rotten conftirution, 
though perhaps it might anfweg all the popular no- 
tions and purpofes of lionour, more than the ii- 
fegrity of a faint, or the knowledge of an angel. 
The bulk of mankind, ga: faper in ritulss €F imagini- 
bus, ave caught dy noife and fhew. The pompous 
found of titles and oliter ornaments firike their 
fenfes, atrraét their arrention, raife their acmiratie 
On, and extort from them all that reverence and 
regard, that are due only to eminent and diftin: 
guifhed merit; while real virtue and true honour 
pafs filently through the world, unheeded and un: 
rewarded, but by the happy difcerning few, who 
are fenfible of its meris, or enjoy the bicfled com- 
munications of its influence, 

When the gloricus fpirits, whom providence 
has appointed 16 be our guardians and protcétors 
in this prefenr flare of imperfeétion and probation, 
furvey the difordered ftate of human name, agi- 
tated by blind paffions, prejudiced by falfe opint- 
ons, into erroneous conelufions and wild purfuirs, 
they view us. with the fame lieht, and with the 
fame €motions of compaflion and charity, as 
‘Monree did his: lunitic patierits in éedlam, who mif- 
cal.and mifapply almoft every icftance in which 
their dury and happinels in concerned. . To thofe 
blefled intelligences the fifenc life of a eenerous, 
compalfionate,, benehcear man is more truly ho- 
nourable,rhan the pagsantry of:princes, the pomp 
of conquerors, and all the clorious impértinence 
of ttate. Tothem an ebfcure good man, doing 
fecret acts of charity, relieving the diftrefled, com- 
forting ihe miferable, and approving himfelf by 
habits 














































14 } 
babirs of piety and dbvontn to the great author of 
his being, appears more truly glorious than the 
conqueror at the bead of an hundred thotifand 
sa To them the Ata» of Refs appears in afair- 
er light in the boek of remembrance, and will make 
‘much more Hultrious figure at the laft great 
y than Alexander oO r Cefar, or Wiiltam, the Con- 
guerer, though a Sheciian For my own part, 
when I confider the bulk of mulitary heroes, tne 
conquerors of nations who ftand forémoftin the 
lifts of fame, [ efteem them no betrer than fo ma- 
r glorious robbers, and illufirious plunderers, born 
to be the fcourges and plagues of mankind, whofe 
memory defcends to pofterity in rio better light 
than the ravage of a peftilence, the fweep of an 
inundation, the Bee ofan earthquake, or the fu- 
ry of a conflagration; fomething magnificiently 
dreadful, fomething very aftonifhing, but very 
fhockine, full of terror and big with deftructi- 
on: bu It tO co good, to be lovers of mankind, to 
ailev lar th city effes, and promote the peace 

nefs of our fellow creatures, is the ‘high- 
‘. the nobleft ambition, that can enrer 

he hearecfman, But the bulk of mankind 
iie otherwife. Noife and fhew, title and 
. glitter and aan conftirure the whole 
rours and whoever can command an 
rat rel rifndtielent to my! and an affluence fuf- 
ficient to fupport them, becomes thereby not on- 
lv a Man of F beet but even a fubordinate Fountain 

af Foxane, coabled to produce others after his kind, 
e the honourable {pecte s from gene- 

» oeneration, 

From w ae it has been faid, there appears to be 4 
iGaland necelfary ciftinction betwixt a Adan of 
| Etsnour, 
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CaP ie M.D, 
when the humble fit comes upon him, he will 
erack jokes with his footmen, get drunk with « 
haekney coachman, and beftow his bodily favours 
upon any pretty cleanly female, without inguiring 
into. her quality; but he never forgets to refums 
his fuperiority, whenever he is converfing with a 
man of real merit, who cannot reckon fo many 
honourable grandfathers as himfelf. I had once 
the Honour to meet this extraordinary perfon a- 
mong other company at agentieman’s table, who 
was the delight of his friends, a bleffing to his 
neighbourhood, and an ornament to his country. 
In the courfe of converfation, honourable menti- 
on was maade of a lare noble lord, who, by a 
train of meritorious fervices to his prince and 
country, kad raifed himfelf from an obfcure birth 
and fortune to the dignity of a peerage. Cledius 
took fire at ence, all his illuftrious blood boiled 
with indignation, and he infulred his memory 
with all thofe expreilions of {corn and contempr, 
which fools of dijlinfion ufually pour out upon 
their betters. My friend-had patience to hear his 
{tring of abufive ftories, and {currilous reflections, 
and then replied, fir, fays he, lord **** was my 
friend, and bad he been living, you durft not 
have ufed him at this rate;-and to artack his me- 
mory with reproachful language is mean and un 
generous, and which [ cannoc help refénting. 
The very reflections you have made upon the 
obfcurity of his birth and fortune, are the high- 
eff compliment you can make to his perfon 
al merit, which in fpite of thofe difadvantaces, 
could fo effetually recommend him to rhe favour 
nf his king and country. ‘The advanrages of birch 
and fortune, on which you fer fo immoderaté a 
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value, are no man’s merit, and are as often the 
lot of a fool as of a wife man; -and whenever that 
is the cafe, they are fo far from doing him honour, 
that they only ferve to make him more eoregi- 
oully ridiculous, by fctting bis folly in a more 
confpicuous point of view. If poor Tray could fpeak 
( pointing toa fpanicl that ftood by him) be might 


jultly boait of a more numerous train of ancettors 


than the ereateft monarch in the univerfes he 
miohr add too, that none of therm had ever dege- 
nerated from the dignity of their kind, or difgra- 
ced themfelves or their family by bafé and unwor- 
thy actions, and yet Le would be but a puppy for al that. 
Pray, fir, give me leave to ask you (what you 
will think) an odd queftion, what do you think 
ot me? of you, fir, quoth the oaf! you are ef{tecm- 
ed by all thar know you to be as worthy a gen- 
fleman as any in our country, Sir (faid he) i 
thank you for che compliment, and it recurn | will 
let youinto a fecrer. My birth was as obfcure, 
and my fortune as mean as that noble lord’s whom 
you have been reproaching upon that account. =I 
was born to no more than the meaneft of my fer- 
vants, but by God’s blefling oo a religious educa- 
tion, and hone(ft heart, and a tolerable underttand- 
ing, you (ze | am enabled to fupport 4 decenr fi- 
gure, and doa great deal of good, whichl do 
with the urmoft oratiude to Almighty God, wito 
has enabled me to do it, and the fincereft’ benevo- 
lence tomy fellow creatures who are fo unhappy 
as r& want it: and [ have vanity enough to think 
mv(eleno whit inferior to any man, Of what rank 
or qualiy foever, who has nothing but an eftate 
and a title to recommiend him, , 
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Honour, and a Perfon of Honour, which, notwith- 
ftanding the fimilitude of founds, and the feeming 
affinity of characters, are fo far from being con- 
vertible terms, that they convey quite diftinct ide- 
as, and are very often as differenr as hohr trom 
darknefs. The man of honour is an internal, the 
perfor of honcur an external, the one a real, the 
other a fictitious character. The words perfor and 
perjova are generally viewed in that hioht. No bo- 
dy imagines that the Dramates Perfona ave reat cha- 
aétérs, but borrowed reprefentations of princes 
or peafants, heroes or lovers, harlequins or philo- 
fophers. Jam therefore never furprifed to fee or 
hear fiich things artempred, faid, or done, by a 
Perfon of rlonour, which a Adam of Honour would 
blufh to think of. Would you fee this oppofition 
of characters, {ct in a tue beautiful light, pleafeto 
read the famous {peech of Carus Afarius (recorded 
by Sallz?) to the Roman people upon his being 
chofen commander in chief in the expedition a- 
gaint Jugurtha, 

A Perfes of Honour may be a profane irreligious 
libertine, a penurious, proud, revengeful coward, 
may infult his inferiors, opprefs his tenants and 
fervants, debauch his neiphbours wives or daugh- 
ters, defraud his creditors, and prottirure his pub- 
lic faith for a protection, may affociate with fors 
and drunkards, fharpers, and gamefters, in order 
to encreafe his fortune: I fay, it is nor impollible 
thar a Per/ox of Honour may be cuilty of all thefe; 
but it is abfolutcly impoihible for a Agaz of Honour 
to be guilty of either, 
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16 
His eftate honourably raifed by his virtuous ‘ancef: 
rors, and improved by himfelf, is fuficient to fup- 
port a handfome figure, which he does with a de- 
cent frugality ; and ‘odoa grcat deal of good which 
he does with cheariulnefs, generofity, and pru- 
dence. Inall his commerce with mankind, in ev- 
ery atucle of public or private life, he exerts @ 
erallan dignity of behaviour, fuch as naturally 

ows from a generous eae foftened by humanity, 
sie ree by religi ion, and direéted by prudence; 
con{cious of none but virtuous defigns, and hon- 
eurable intentions. In him you fee the fincere 
chriftian, the loyal fubjeét, the firm patriot, the 
indulgent kusband, the tender father, the faithful 
friend, the merciful, landlord, the compaffionate 
maiter, the generous patron, ‘the uawe 2aried advo- 
cate for ihe poor, the miferable, and helplefs; and 
in aword the compleat jize gentleman, He paffes 
through all the various feenes of life like a be 
flowing with bleflings, conveying beauty, riches, 
ane | plenty into every channel and « country through 
which it paffes, 

Clodius.ig a perfon of honour, a ferubby branch of 
an antieat and honourable ftock, which for ma- 
ny years has borne neither fruit nor bloffom, bur 
pr ojested a noxious baneful {hade around it. where 
ibe fun beams never enter to cheer the earth, or 
produce either food 1 or dower for man or beaft. 
Clodins bears bimfelf high upon account of his ho- 
nourable bith and title, and never fails to exert 
an aukward ridiculous fuperiority whenever he 
falls in company With wifer or better men than 
bimlelf. Bur he has heerd that humility is a cer- 
fain token of good fenfe and true honour, which 
lic is re(olved to {hew upon proper occafions, and 
when 
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civil government. Thefe thathave turned the world 
apfide down, are come bither alfo, and thefe all do contrary 
to rhe decrees of Cefar, faying that there ts another king, 
ene Jefus, v7. Butthe Bereans acted ata quite dif- 
ferent rare, they heard with patience, and examin- 
ed without prejudice, the nature and defien of the 
Apoftles doctrine, and the evidences produced 
out ofthe law andthe prophets for their confit 
mation, being determined to aé& agreeably to their 
fober and rational conviction, and accordingly (as 
the text tells us, v. 12.) many of them believed. Now, 
if a candid and impartial examination ofa’ propo- 
fal, declared to be of the ttmott confequence to 
mankind, bea certain mark of ‘a great and ingenuons 
mind, andthe ating soreeably to their moft rati- 
onal conviction, be an indubirable proef of she tra 
ef? wifdoms an oppofite behaviour, tipon’the fame 
occafion, in the fame circumftances,’ean only pro- 
ceed from an idle, empty, trifling’ head; ora cor- 
1apt difiagenuous heart. 

The foundation of all religion is: the belief of « 
God, who ts a rewarder of them that ailigently feck bint, 
Now he that cannot, from the vifible face of na- 
ture and the works of’ creation; ‘colleét and infer 
the invifible things of God’ ‘thar cannot, from’a 
juft obfervation of the immenfiry, the order, and 
beauty of the vaft ‘fyftem of the univerfe, ‘infer 
the neceflity of a FIRST CAUSE, ‘All-wife, All- 
powerful, and in every kind and degree of perfee- 
tion, abfolurely perfect, muft be a creature of 
contracted views, narrow apprehenfions, and a 
poor underftanding; whom, without breach of 
eharity, or good manners. we may venture to 
pronounce, asthe royal pfalmiltdoes, A FOOL, 

The man that allows the exiftence of fuch a 
PER- 
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PERFECT BEING, and does not confider the 
relation he ftands in to that being, and the feveral 
obligations and duties arifing from. that relanon, 
muft be a ftupid incorfiderate creature, who yhas 
nor fo good a tite to honeur and, gratitude as the 
bea(ts of the field; for, as the prophet fays, The 
ex knoweth his owner, and the afi his mafter's cribs but 
the profane irrcligious man forgets and defpifes 
the oreat author of his being, and of every bleffing 
he injoys. in this. world, and all his reafonable 
hopes of happinefs in that which is to come. | 

Lhe man that has fenfe enough to difcover all 
this; and to draw juft. and proper conclufions from 
it, and yet acts. difagrecably to his own convicti- 
ons, who lives. in direct defiance of all thofe du- 
ties of religion, which both reafon and revelation 
digtate to every attentive inquirer, difcovers bim- 
felf to be .a weak, irrefolute, mean-{pitited crea- 
tre, who has not courage enough to do what his 
reafon and confcience aflure bim to be his duty. 

Now if A FOOL that has not fenfe enough 
to apprehend the very foundation of a queftion 
in debate, nor the ufe of the terms, to draw pro- 
per conclufions. from plain premifes, nor purfue 
them into all their practical confequences, in which 
his. intereft and duty are ultimately involved, or 
has not courage or gratitude enough to act agree- 
ably to his own convictions, can have any preten- 
fions to greatne/s of mind, and by confequence to 
horonr which arifes from it, and is convertible 
witty if, der the ft lief? reader HALE --- And this is dl- 
rely the cafe of every irreligious man. 

A creat wind cannot belp {urveying, with won- 
der and devotion, the immenfiry, the order, the 
beauty of the works of God, and from thence 


collect 
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LETTER II. 


PROM certain premfes laid down im my two laft 

letters upon the fubject of Honour, I think I 
may venture to draw this certain conclufion, that 
an irreligious immoral man, deftitute of all fenfe of duty 
and devotion towards God, and of jufficée towards men, 
can never be a Man of Honour. 

That Honour, properly fo called, arifes from a 
certain greatue/s of mind, exerting itfelf upon all oc- 
cafions with a propriety and dignity of behaviour, 
J perfume, will hardly be denied me: and that 
ivreligion anid immorality proceed purely from a:cer- 
tain lidilenels of mind, a meannefs of faul, an emptine/s 
of head, and a bafenefs of heart, } {hall endeavour to 
prove, and leave the honeft reader to judge whe- 
ther two fiuch contrarieties can fubfilt in the fame 
fubjeét, much lefs whether the one can produce 
the other, 

This view of the cafe fuegefts to me (by the 
bye} a charitable pround of hope for many of our 
modern unbelievers, that their poor fouls. will 
fare better at the lat, chan at prefent they feem 
either to defire or deferve; as their infidelity pro- 
ceeds purely from a poverty of genius, and {hort- 
nefs- of underftanding, we charitably hope, that 
merciful abatements will be made on that account, 
and that they will be treated rather with the indal- 
gence due to blockheads, than the feverity due to 
obftinate difobedience and impenirence; that their 
irreligious contempt of diviae worlhip will be im- 
puted ro anatural coldnefs and heavinefs of foul, 
which renders them as uncapable of exerting ex- 
alted acts of piety or devotion, as of compofing 
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20 
an heroic poem, be a fine piece of mufic; and 
therefore, like other idiots,, whilft they continue 
tame and inoffenfive, they may be tolerated with 
proper reftri¢tions:in civil focieuess-but/ifi they 
grow ungovernable. and mifchieyous, they, ought 
to be laid under: proper; reftraints and ¢enfine- 
ment, that they may neither-injure the properties 
of private perfons, nor difturb the peace of the 
public,—But to return, Ky 

True greatne/s of mind difcovers itfelf in«great 
and extenfive views, and generous defigns, it.en- 
deavours to enter into the true nature of things, 
to confider the true ftate of every momentous quef- 
fion ina juft light, to procure all poffible means 
and affiftanceto form a. right judgment upon it, 
‘and afirmnefs of mind to act agreeably fo fuch 
practical conclufions as naturally and clearly flow 
from them. This. is erne preatne/s of mind in-the 
exercife ofits intellectual faculties--This wag the 
glorious character givento the Berean Jews, Afts 
Xvi. 1x, tharthey were more noble than thofe of 
Theffaloxica, in that they fearched the f{criptures dai- 
ly to know whether the do&trines' preached by Sr. 
Paul, concerning jefes Chrift, as proved trom the 
writings of the Old Teftament, were true or no, 
The Jews of Theffalonica, like our modern unbe- 
lievers, bein® moved with envy, (v. §.) at their be- 
lieving chrittian neighbours and the Apoftles, who 
had been the preachers of this new religion, 
would notfo much as beftow a thought to exa- 
mine whether the Apottles doétrine was worthy 
of their attention or ‘belief, but they raifed the 
mob upon them, and fer the whole céty i an uprear, 
and drapged them before the. magiftrates, as‘ dif- 
turbers of the public. peace, and enemies to-the 
civil 
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collect the infinite power and wifdom of him that 
made them, and preferves and direéts their court: 
es and operations.--A Jirtle mind, on the other hand, 
faunters through every {cene of life, as an indo- 
Jent unconcerned {peGiator, filling up the vacant 
{fpaces. with all the trifling amufements and idle 
diverfions that ignorance and folly can invent, 
without ever troubling his head, how, or whicti 
way, he was fent into this world, or what {hall be- 
come of him hereafter; or if by chance, or out of 
curiofity, he fhould beftow a thought that way, it 
is not in a regular method of inquiry into the na- 
ture and caufes of his exiftence, and the relation 
he ftands in to his creator and the world about 
him, but fixes his attention upon one or: more 
partial views; which, to an ignorant mind, that 
confiders not the relation he bears to the reft of 
the fyftem, may appear infignificant or irreoular, 
Mr. ¢4 ddifon has very prettily compared one of 
thefe minute philofophers to a fly upon one of the 
pillars of Ss, Pasl’s, ‘whofe organs and _percepti- 
ons cannot perhaps exceed a cireumference of 
four or five inches diameter, butcan have no pof: 
fible perception or idea of the propertion, the 
beauty, the magnificence, or ufes of the whole fa- 
bric. Now if one of thofe defpicable animals fhould 
fall to reafoning with a club of his ewn fpecies; 
upon the defion, the fymmetry, and ufes of that 
noble {truéture, we might expeét to hear the fame 
ridiculous jargon, of aptneffes, fitneffes, toral 
congruity, and { know not what, as are ufually 
heard among our Free-thinkers, when they pretend 
to talk of the ftupendous works of the creation, 
the order and methods of providence; and the 
nature and ufe of religious worthip, 
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A great mind, which, from a thorough furvey 
of the works of God, can penetrate through them 
to their firft caufe and omnipotent creator, natural- 
ly falls into the confideration of the relation he 
bears, the obligations he is under, and the duty 
he owes him ashis creator and preferver, He 
confiders him as the author of his being, the boun- 
riful giver of all the bleflings he injoys, that every 
atticle of his injoyments, whether health of body, 
foundnefs of mind, riches, or friends, are all the 
gifts of God, which call for the moft grateful re- 
turns of love, honour, and obedience.-----A tittle 
mind regards nothing but itfelf, the prefent mo- 
ment, the prefent injoyment, without confidering 
the hand that beftowsit, the fountain from whence 
it fows, and therefore thinks himfelf intirely his 
own matter, owing fuit and fervice to no body, 
whofe fole bufinefs is to pleafe himfelf, and grati- 
fy every appetite and call of nature in what way 
and manner be {hall think fir. Now that there can 
be no hozour where there is neither gratitude nor 
juftice, | believe will be eafily granted. ANshil eff 
bonefiuws quod juftitia vacat, is a faying of Tuly’s, 
and amaxim of common fenfe. To fuppofe 4on- 
exr without jxffiee, would be to fuppofe a houfe 
without a foundation, fruit without a tree, or atree 
without aroot; there is nor only,an actual connex- 
ion, but a natural relation and dependence between 
them, hoxoxr being really ehe Iuffre, the flower, rhe 
Crowi, and perfettion of juttice. e414 n anjuft man there- 
fore cannot be aman of honour, 

That :neratirude ‘is inconfiftent with hoxour, is e- 
qually plain and undeniable, as iris a complication 
of every thing thar is vile, fneaking, bafe, treach- 
erous, and c<eteftable in human nature, Sc ingra- 
tune 










































25 
sume dixeris, omnia duit ungrateful man there- 
fore cam never be a man of honour, And that eve- 
ry itreligious man is unjuft and ungrateful, I fhall 
endeavour to make appear, and leave the honett 
reader to draw the conclufion. 

The lawyers define jafice to be a conftant and in- 
wiolable refolution to give to every one his due, tribute to 
whom tribute, fear to whom fear, honour to 
whom honour is due: and particularly a juft and 
faithful difcharge of every truft and office commit- 
ted to us. Now, that every blefling and comfort 
we enjoy in life are committed to us as a truft, 
that every truft mutt be limited to certain ufes and 
purpofes, that the nature of a truit renders him 
that receives it accountable for the ufes or abufes 
of that truft, thar the greater the truft, the greater 
is the obligation, and the greater will be the ac- 
count, are fuch plain truths as ignorance irfelf 
cannot doubt of, or deny. So then every man 
has fome talents committed to his truft,: for which 
-he mutt be accountable, But the great, the noble, 
and the rich, who are furrounded with bleffings, 
who wallow in plenty, who want no opportuni- 
ties of knowing and difcharging the duties of their 
refpective trult and ftation, are under the higheft 
obligation to make fuch a ufé of their wealth their 
intereft, and power, as-is moft agreeable to the 
nature of the truft,. and the will of the donors; ac- 
cording to that certain maxim of common fenfe, 
that where much is given, much will be required, and 
where either God or man hath gives much, of him they 
will ask the more, Af theie therctore are (0 far from 
an{wering the truft committed to them, that they 
deny their having received any fuch truft, if they 
renounce their allegiance to their Supreme Lord 
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26 3! 
and convert the feveral trufts committed to them, 
ro their own ufe; if, not content with ‘this, they 
imploy their wealth and intereft to quite oppofite 
purpofes than were intended by the grant, and 
enfcourage others to do the fame, they are unjuft 
and ungrateful to the belt of beings, the Supreme 
Lord of heaven and earth; and whether he that 
acts unjuftly in the exercife of the higheft ‘truft, 
and uneratefully to his bett benefactor, can have 
any title 16 true greatne/s of mind, Ot true Honomr, 
which is the fame, let the fillieft reader judge. 

To fet this matter in the ftrongett light, let us 
fuppofe anumber of tenants holding eftates of 
different value from the fame Lord, thatthofe who 
held the greateft farm had the eafieftrent, perhaps 
nothing more than a {mall acknowledgment, but 
each of them having a fair copy of rules to direét 
them how to manage their farms, in order to {e- 
cure the favour of the chief Lord, the continuance 
of their poffeffion, and the juftification of their ac- 
counts, could you think it poflible for any reafon- 
able creature to live in direét contempt and defi- 
fs of fo bountiful a Landlord, fo generousa bene- 

factor, ? Could you think it poflible that any af 
thote great tenants fhould make it their bufinefs 
to perfuade the reft of the little ones, that though 
they had been cold, that they were accountable to 
fome great Landlord, who lived in a remote 
country, yet there was really mo fuch perfon; 
that their pretended fet of directions was all a 
torgery, contrived by two or three crafty knaves, 
who pretended to act under the charaéter and com- 
miflion of ftewards, in order to cheat the people out 
of their liberty and money; that all the while they 
were freemen, owing neither fuit nor fervice to 
any 
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: ( 27 ) : 
any Lord, having no account to give, nor rent 
to pay, to any body, nor any body to pleafe 
but themfelves.---Doesnot fuch a fuppofition feem 
quite monttrous and impoffible 2----Yet fich, if they 
could be found, would be fenfible, oreateful, ho- 
nourable creatures, when compared with thou- 
fands, in this wicked, adulterous, free thinking ge- 
neration; God Almighty is the fupreme Lord of 
the univerfe, rowhom the greatelt prince upon 
earth is buc a tenant at will. Our bibles are a bo- 
dy of rules and directions, by which we are to re- 
gulate our conduét, and be juttified in our ac- 
counts, The church is his court, where the te 
nants are obliged to appear at ftated times: the 
clergy are his fewards, whofe duty it is to be daily 
putting the tenants in mind of the nature and un- 
certainty of their tenure, advifing them to keep 
fair and ¢lear accounts, becaufe their Lord will 
certainly ¢ome at an hour when they do not ex- 
pect bim; that he will judge them according to 
their works, and appoint them their portion of 
happine(s or mifery for ever,---In direG oppofiti- 
On to this plain, inconte(tible truth, the block- 
heads, of this generation rake ypon them to affure 
the public, that there is #e God; that the feriptures, 
which few of themare ableto read, are alla cheae 
and a forgery; that the clergy, who pretend to be 
the ffewards of his my {teries, area Pack of kuaves ; 
and this, though a matter of the laft confequence, 
that deferves the moft ferious examination, is 
treated as a matter of jeft and ridicule, which is as 
reat an argument of a little, ignorant, trifling 
mind; as ofan impious, difingenuous, ungrateful 
heart. The man that could think, or talk, or act 
at this rate, about the health of hi§ body, the mm 
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tereft of his family, the improvement ofhis for- 
mune, the exercife of his profeflion, and the ordi- 
nary affairs of eommon life, would be defpifed by 
men of fenfe and honour, asa_ trifling contempti- 
ble blockhead, Now if a poor wretch, who trides 
and plays the foolin an affair of thé laft confe- 
quence, who difregards his own trueinterelt, who 
violates the moft {acred obligations, is ungrateful 
to his beft benetactor, andimpiousto the beft of 
beings, can have any pretenfions to Greatue/s of 
Mind, or Irne Honoxr, let our enemies themfelves 
be judges. 

Give me leave, by way of conclufion, to prefent 
you with alittle piece of a Tatler, f{uppofed, to be 
writ by Sir &schard Stecie(Feb. 18,1709.) ‘When 
I was a young man about this town, | frequented 
she ordinary of the Black Horfe in Holborn, where 
the perfon, that ufually prefided at the table, was 
a rough, old-fafhioned gentleman, who, according 
r@ the cuftom of thofe times, had been the major 
and preacher of a regiment, It happened oneday, 
that a noify young officer, bred in France, was 
venting fome new-fangled notions, and fpeaking, 
in the gaiety of his humour, againft the difpenfa- 
sions of providence. The major, at firft, only de- 
fired him talk more refpeétfully of one, for whom 
all the company had an honour 3 but finding him 
to run on ia his extravagance; began to reprimand 
him, in amore ferious manner. Young man, faid 
he, do norabufe your benefactor whillt you are 
eating his bread; confider whofe air-you breathe, 
whofe prefence you are in, and who it is that 
gave you the power of that very fpeech, which you 
‘make ufe of to hisdifhonour. The young fellow, 
who thought to turn matters into a jelt, asked au 
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if he was going to preach? but defired him, at the 
fame time, to take care what he faid, when he 
{poke to A MAN OF HONOUR.--A MAN 
OF HONOUR! fays the major, thou art an IN- 
FIDEL anda BLASPHEMER, and 1 {hall ufe thee 
as {uch. In fhort, the quarrel ran fo high, that 
the major was defired to walk out: upon their 
coming into the garden, the old fellow advifed 
his antagonift to confider the place into which 
one pafs might drive him; but, finding him crow 
upon him toa degree of fcurrility, as believing 
the advice proceeded from fear : Sirrah, fayshe, 
if a thunderbolt does not ftrike thee dead before 
I come at thee, I fhall not fail to chaltife thee for 
thy profanenefs to thy maker, and thy faucinefs to 
his fervant; upon this, he drew his word, and cri- 
ed out with a loud voice, the fword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon; which foterrified his entagonift, that 
he was immediately difarmed, and thrown upon 
his knees. In this pofture he begged his lifes 
but the major refnfed ro grant it, before he had ask- 
ed pardon for his offence ina fhort extemporary 
prayer, which the old gentleman diétated to him 
upon the {pot, and which his profelyte repeated 
atter him in the prefence of the whole ordinary, 
that were now gathered about him in the garden. 


LETTER ly. 


N my laft I attempted ro prove, that an srredsgi- 
ows man could not poflibly be a Afan of Honour s 
that whofoever was ignorant or negligent of his 
duty to God, mnft be either a very filly, or 4 
very 
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very indolent or ungrateful creature, and as factt 
can have no poflible pretenfion to that greatne/s of 
mind, in which alone :rve Honour confifis. | fhall 
now endeavour to prove, that an smmoral man, One 
that lives in the habitual, open, unrepented viola- 
tion of all, or any, of the duties of morality, or natn- 
ral religion, can have no better title to hon our than 
the irreligiots unbeliever. 

The adulterer, the murderer, the robber, whe- 
aher in a public or private character, (condemned 
by the laws of the moft favage and barbarous nati- 
ons to intamy and death ) have cut themfelves off 
from all pretenfions to Honour by a dircét avow- 
ed violation ofthe primary and fundamental laws 
of reafon, juftice, and order: crimes that can ad- 
mit of no colouring or excufe, for which nothing 
can be pleaded with any fhadow of reafon or 
common fenfe, but are generally carried cf with 
a high hand, a hardened forehead, a loud laugh, 
and a libertine joke. . Iris really too gentle a cen- 
fure upon fuch fiagitious offenders only to fay 
they are not Aen of Honour, who have, by thole atro- 
cious crimes, degraded themfelves to the loweft 
rank of malefactors. Nor can it be thought un- 
reafonable to affert, that thefe flagrant crimes de- 
grade men from:all pretenfions to Honoxr, when it 
is demonftrable that the not exerting all the oppo- 
fite virtues inan open, ingenuous, emiable manner, 
isa {ufficient difqualification, Aman may be free 
from every nororious vice, and yet be an errant 
{coundrel. He may be juft out of fear or policy, 
frugal and temperate out of covetoufnefs, peace- 
able and harmlef{s from a milkrets of blood; 
he may abftain from acts of violence out of cow- 
ardice, from lewdnefs for want of ability and op- 
portunity 3 
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portunity; and yet, in the ftate and temper of his 
heart, be fo far from a Aten of Honoxr, as to de- 
ferve all the infamy due to the moft {eandalous 
vices, 

By the bye, Ihave often wondered that {o po- 
lite and accurate a writer as Mr. Addsfon could be 
guilty of fucha miftake, on fo important a {ub- 
ject, -as he puts into che mouth of young Juba,’ in 
the tragedy of Caro, 


”Honour’s the facred tye, the law of king's, 

- "The noble, mind’s diftinguifhing perfection,. 
"That aids and {trengthens virme, where it meets 

| her; y 

" And imitates her actions, where fhe is mot.” 


Where foe ss not!-~ig that poffible? can true ho- 
nour, even in idea, be feparate from virtue? [ 
think not. he matter of an honourable aétion 1S, 
shat st be jufe; the form, that it be performed ina 
polste, generous, anssable manner, There is indeed to 
be found, even in the vileft criminals, a certain 
roughne(s and fturdinefs of mind, that very near- 
ly refembles ir, The behaviour of a hardened me- 
lefactor, expiring under the rorture, refufing ro 
confefs bis guilt, or difcover his accomplices, may 
impofe upon the injudicious fpe€tators, but fure- 
ly has no real tide to honour. The bully may 
refemble the hero in the appearance of courage, 
as prudes do veitals in the appearance of chattiry ; 
but lee-that.can miftake the one for rhe other, mut 
be very lite acquainted with human nature, and 
the ways of the world. Trwe Honour is confiftent 
and uniform, as the immutable laws of truth and 
teafon On which it is founded,, and by which ie 
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fubfifts, Whoever, ‘iaerabes fhall eftablifh to 
himfelf, ‘as a point of Honour, any thing that 16 
contrary to his dury to God and his country, and 
the immutable laws of truth and juftice; who fhall 
think any thing honourable that is difpleafing’ to 
his Maker, or injurious to fociety; who facrifices 
any part of his duty, as areafonable creature, te 
aridiculaus fafhion, a prevailing error, or an im- 
portunate Iuft; who thinks himfclf obliged, by 
this principle, to the practice of fome virtues, but 
not of others, is by no means to be counted a 
Adan of Honour. 

The malignity ofa bafe corrupt heart difcovers 
itfelf ina numberlefs variety of peftilent fymptoms, 
feetid eruptions, and diforderly motions, which 
which are neither cognizable in human courts, 
nor punifhable by buman laws, but are only 
known to the great feareher of hearts, who confi- 
ders them as the reot ‘and {pring from_whenee the 


-meft heinous and capital offences proceed. The 
‘jelffh, the voluprners, the eovetous, and the prond, whem 


no’ buman laws can reftrain or punifhy, -are as ‘cri-’ 
minal in the fight ofthe Almighty, and as odious 
to his boundlefs Jove and f{porlefs purity, as thofe 
riotoriews criminals who are daily recruiting New- 


gate and the Plawtations. 


ae nn 
aed isistiter atone 


minds, and is that alone which can qualifymen to 


Selfifine/s, or feiflove, in oppofiuon te publie {pi- 
ritand the love of the Community, can only pro- 
ceed. from a weaknefs ofunderftanding, and a bafe- 
nefs of heart. Nemo /rbi foli xafcitur, 16 an obvious 
maxim of nature and common fenfe; he that can- 
not {ee the foree and obligation of it, muft be a 
fool, and he that {eés it, and acts difasreeably to it, 
is a poliroz, Public fpirit is infeparable from great 


fli 
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fill the higheft {tations, and ¢xecure the moft im- 
portant offices with dignity and honour. The 
greatett prin, withour it, degenerate into brok- 


ers and ftockjobbers. Ifthey confider them(elves 
in any other light than the fathers of the people, 
the guardians of'religion and liberty, the protec- 
tors of the oppreffed, and the impartial and muni- 
ficent patrons of real merit, they know not them- 
felves the nature of their office, nor the defign of 
their elevation, Wealth and power, if not acquir- 
ed by virtuous and honourable means, and em- 
ployed to virtuous and honourable purpofes, are 
a difgrace and curfe to the owner, and will be a 
fore article of account at the lalt great day.  Ava- 
ricious princes, rapacious minifters, and venal 
cools, who confider nothing but themfelves, and 
how they may fupport one anorher in the exercife 
of eppreflion and corruption, have fo far forfeit- 
ed all preteafions to honour, that they feem to 
have extinguifhed the common feniiments of hu- 
manity itfelf. Think how difhonourable and con- 
cemptible a figure the jJewf> nobility made that 
could force. the prophet //arah to make this fad 
complaint. Ma. \. 23. Thy princes are rebellious, 
(thy great men are rebellious and difobedient to 
the laws of God) compaztons of thieves (advifing, 
allitting, and fharing in the plunder of their 
country ) every one loverh gifts, and folloroeth after 
rewards (regarding nothing bur their private in- 
tereft, difpofing of no favours, filling up no of- 
fices without a valuable confideration, fecing ao 
merit but in che beft bidder ) they judge nor the farher- 
defs, etther doth ehe caufe of the-midow come nnto then, 
In fhort, great men, who have large pofleflions, 
extenfive influence, and are fet in high places, 
with 
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without great fouls, extenfive generofity, and ele- 
vated views and defigns, in fpite of all their illu- 
ftvious titles and badges of honour, will appear 
odious and contemptible to men of fenfe and virtue, 
even in the lowett {tations of life, . And when the 
influence of fuch examples fhall, as it naturally 
will, infect the lower part of the people, and the 
berd of mankind, when public fpirit fhall become 
the jcft of knaves and fools, that nation is not far 
from ifs ruin. 

The Voluptuous have no better title to Howeur, 
As their whole bufinefs and employment in this 
world is to indulge every appetite, to gratify eve- 
ry demand of lult or fancy, without any regard to 
the reafon, the juftice, and decency of the aé&tion, 
they betray a fhameful corruption of heare and 
weaknefs of underftanding. The Aan of Plealere, 
whofe whole profeflion isto pafs merrily through 
the world, to murder time, and cool refleGion ; to 

e ever jovial, ever gay; to deny himfelf nothing 
rhar hig eye can fee, or his heart can wifh, is nor 


only a defpicable, and difhonourable, but a dan- 


merous, creature, If he cannot difcover, from the 
exalred faculties and operations of his own foul, 
thar he is a rational free agent, he muft be very 
i@norant, and filly; and, ifhe knows it, and con- 
feffes it, and yet lives and. aéts in defiance of thae 
conviction, he muff be an irrefolyre unaccounta- 
ble wicked creature, To feea reafonable, immor- 
tal being, endued with noble faeulties, capable of 
noble reflections and generous refolutions, facri- 
ficing his whole attention to fome predominant 
vant’, is arefiection upon common fenfe. Bethe 
objec of his paffion in its own nature ever foin- 
focent, the diverfions of the field, or the Affem- 
| : ) bly 5 
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bly ; if apack of dogsor cards, equipage or fhow, 
wine or women, engrofs the whole man; he de- 
parts: thereby from his proper rankin the {eale 
of beings, finks below the dignity: of his {pecies, 
and fets himfelf upon the level with the loweft ani. 
mal, But if the paffion fixes upon forbidden ob- 
jets; if ic tempts him to break inelofures, and in- 
vades, in any kind or degree, the property of his 
neighbours, he then becomes doubly criminal ¢ 
headds the maletaétorto the brute, and intitles him- 
felf to all the guilt and infamy due to the vileft 
" criminal : Ifa man, not content to gratify a paffi- 
on in itfelf natural and innocent, in fuch a manner, 
and under fuch reftriGions, as rea(on, juttice, or- 
derand religion, have prefcribed, he is fo far from 
having any pretenfions to Hononr, that he deferves 
the coatempt of the wife, the averfion, of the vir: 
tuous and good, and the cenfure and correétion of 
the laws. A-msodérn fine gentleman, who triumphs 
over the ruins of innocence and virtue, in the 
vanity of making proftitutes to a brutith appetite, 
and the powerful charms of his own dear irrefifti- 
ble perfon,*is an animal deftirute of religon, rea- 
fon, decency, and commoa honefty. Ie is true, 
cuftom and fafhion, and falfe notions of gallantry, 
have, ingreat meafire, defaced the boundaries of 
viceand virtue, infamy and honour, in the fafhion- 
| able world, and have notonly encouraged thefe fone 
ofinfamy and fhame to appear without blufhing 
in the affemblies of the great, the fair, the polite, 
and even the virtuous, but alfo tobe diftinguifh- 
ed to advantage, and be encouraged to perfevere 
in.their iniquities, by the indulgence they receive 
from thofe who are obliged, by all the rules of 
~€quity and decency, to dereft and abhor them, 
: and 
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and which, perhaps, would be the moft likely way’ 
to bring them-to. {hame “and. repentince,---I can- 
got di(mifs.this. article without applying myfelf to 
thefe. pernicious deftroyers, asan advocate for.that 
lovely. part. of our {pecies, upon whofe innocence, 
whofe happinefS, and love, the moft agreeable 
worldly enjoyments of our fex, and the comforts 
of focial life, chiefly depend. Let me ask, them: 
ferious quettion; would any ofthem be-pleafed 
to have their daughters, their filters, their wards, 
or their friends, feduced, betrayed, and debauch- 
ed, by the moft deteftable. treachery, or compell- 
ed by: violence to_proftitution, difeafes, beggary, 
infamy; and damnation ?.. Were this quettion to be 
pur to the greareft reprobate upom earth in cold 
blood, 1 dare fay» he would blufh;. but man, of 
any virtue, humanity, and goodnature;, would-be 


ftruck with horror-and remorfe, and. would give 


me Hazael’s an{wer to: the prophet, /s thy fervane 
aidog, that be foould do chis thing? Yet fuch a fad 
dog: is ‘every one. that does the fame to another 
man's daughter, filter, or friend; for here the gol- 
den rule of juftice determines the kind and degree 
of. iniquity on both fides. of the queftion ta, be 
the fame.-- When weread of a Cyrus, an Alexander, a 
Scio; not only exhibiting illuftrious examples of hu- 
manity, continence, and honour, in the warmth of 
youthful: paffions; the poffeflion of beauty, the 
infolence of war, and triumphs of victory, but 
encouraging othersto. do the fames it ought to be 
an eternal reproach upon the low. gallantries, 
the deteftable hypocrify, the inhuman treachery, 
and execrable purjuries, made ufe of by afer of 
poor wreiches, who call themfelves fine geatlemen 
and: Men of Hesoxr, when they have no other pre- 
renfions 
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tenfions ro humanity irfelf, than the power ofpro- 
pagating their own {pecies; and that not with half 
that juftice and decency as many of their fellow- 
brutes, Now, whether a man thet can facrifice e- 
very thing that is virtuous, honorable, and love- 
ly in the moft beautiful part ofthe creation to a 
brutifh appetite, when’ he mighthave heightened 
and fanétified rhe fame enjoyment by a rational 
and religious ufe of it, can have any pretenfions 
10 reafon, juftice, humansty, decency, Or Honour, ler the 
fillieft, or the wickedeft, reader judge, and pro- 

hounce accordingly. j | 
Nor have she covetous and penurious a better title to 
Honour, than the fel and volupruous. By the co 
vetom, 1 mean thofe who are intent upon getting $ 
by the pexuriow, thofe whoare intent upon faving 
and hoarding up whatever they can ger, without 
any regard to the demands of juftice, kumanity, 
or charity. The love of money ( the feripture tells 
us) su the roet of all evil, and covetoufnefs has in it 
all the ouileand folly of the moft ftupid idolatry. 
He that bows down to a ftock or a ftone, or offers 
incenfe to an idol, is not a more abfurd ridicul- 
ous creature, than he who {acrifices his time, ' his 
health, his peace, his foul and body, to heaps of 
gold and filver, which, when they exceed the ord 
Hary provifion for the neceffaries and convenient 
ies of life, and the decent fupport ofa family, are 
fo farfrom adding tothe comforts of life, thatthey 
are really an addition to its burdens; and, inftead 
offecuring and increafing the happinefs of their 
owners, too often pierce them throngh with many for- 
rows, This is the voice of uncorrupt nature end 
Unprejudiced reafon, confirmed by the unanimous 
fofftage of wife and good men in all ages and 
nations 
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nations of the world. Were I te collec the tefti- 
monies of all the heathen moralifts upoa this head, 
it would filla volume. In fhort, there is not ex- 
tant a fingle heathea writer of moralicy, who does 
not, in the ftrongeft-terms, condemn an avaricious 
penurious temper, as a contradiction to every: 
thing that is noble, generous, wife, and good, in 
human nature. Had Cuweler and Hopkins lived a- 
mong heathens and barbarians, they would have. 
been defpifed and condemned, by men of fenfe 
and virtue, as a difgrace to human nature, and: @ 
reproach to reafon and common fenfe. Contempt 
of riches has, in all ages and nations, been regard- 
ed, by the truly great and noble, as the infallible 


_ mark of'a great and noble foul, and wasthe dif 
unguifhing character of all the illuftrious heroes 


and eminent philofophers of ancient Greece and 
Rome,  Stnega is mentioned, by fome, as an ex- 
ception from this general rule; but, whatever his 
practice might be, his principles and precepts weie 
different; and what.wonder is it to fee a heathen 
contradicting his principles in his pra¢tice,, when - 
we daily fee chriftians do the fame. Riches are 
then only a blefling, and their poffeffion honour- 
able, when they fall into generous hands, and are 
employed to generous and honourable purpofes; 
in doing good, and making others happy, in fup- 
porting the diftreffed and miferable, and’ encour- 
aging and rewarding indigent merit, Bat when J 
fee aman, without one ufeful or amiable gualiry, 
exalted above meafure on account of his great rich- 
es,without confidering how they were acquired, . 
and how they are employed, who fancies that 
any thing external ro aman, any thing: thar may. 
be commento either good dr bad, and which is- 
108 
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00 commonly the lot of the moft worthilefs part 
of mankind, can render a man truly valuable ox 
honourable, he muft be avery filly creature, with- 
Out any pretenfions to. greasveff or foundneff of mind, 
tO irse Honour, or fond under flanding; A rich knave 
or fool differs in nothing from a poor one, but in 
the agoravation of his'guilt, or the oftentation of 
his folly, Would you fee a compendious and | 
beautiful view of all char wit and reafon can dictate 
upon this fubject? You will find itin Mr, Pope’s 
excelent Effay upon the true Ufe of Riches. 
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LETTER Vv. 


NOR have the proud and the ambitious a better ti- 
‘tle to Hononr and true greatne/s of mind, than the 
felfifor the pennrious, and voluptuots ; though, as Sa/- 
fut long ago obferved, * ambition has a nearer re- 
femblance of virtue than coverou/we/s, as it has the 
appearance ofa juft and laudable appetite for pow- 
erand fame, which even wife and good men:are 
fond of but coverou/ne/s is a fiupid love of money, 
which no man of fenfe or virtue could ever be 
guilty ofcoveung. But whatever fimilirude there _ 
may feem to be betwixt pride and honour, ambition 
and trae greatne/s of mind, they are as far afunder as 
the {welling of a dropfy, froma fullard robuft. 
habitofbody. That the root of pride is folly, 


* Quod tamen vitinms propius virtatem erat, name fie 
riam, honorem, smperines, bones €8 iguavis aque filt 
exoptaxt: Avaritia pecuna Fudinm haber, quam nema 
fapiens cencupies$, Salli. 
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that ignorance is the mother of vanity, I fhall ert 
céavour to prove, and whether ignorance and fol- 
ly be confiftene with erve banour and greatnefi of mind; 
let the fillieft reader judge, 

Whatever turn the folly may chanee to take, in 
wharever form or colour it may appear, it is the 
fame empty bubble, diverfified by {ome accident- 
al circumitance of pofition, or the medium through 
which wt appears. Pride, in every {hape, is bur 
folly ina different drefs.. It appearsin the moft 
ridiculous light, when it grows out of the external 
and accidental advantages of birth and fortune, in 


which, as we could have no fhare, fo, by conie- 


guence, we could haveno merit. The man that 
exalts himfelf above, meafure upon the antiquity 
and nobility of bis family, withour thofe ufe‘ul and 
amiable’ qualiuies; which alone can make men va- 
luable and honourable, difeoversas great a defect of 
fenfe, as of true boxzour, or greatue/s of mind, 

Jr is certain that the vicrnous defcendants of vir- 
fous and honourable enceftors, who not only 
{upport, bur improve and increafe, the original 
fund of family mevit, by @ train of correfpondent 
actions, {tand upon the hiche(t ground, are plac- 
edin the moft advantageous light, and have fairer 
opportunities of exerting a jult and decent fuperi- 
ority, than thofe, though of equal merit, who wane 
thofe diftirétiens, and are entitted to all thar efteem: 
and refpect which will ever be paid, by men of 
fenfe and virtue, to thofe, who, in Shake/pear's 
phrafe, bear their Honours meekly, But ifa worth: 
le(s wretch grows vain and infolent upon the merit 
of his anceftors, and demands refpe& ard fubmif 
fon from wifer and better men than himfelf, pure. 
ty on account of an cmpty tithe, or a i 59 e- 

att, 
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Rare, the demand is ridiculous and unreafonable, 
being grounded on no pretenfions, or fhadow of 
merit. A man of fuperior knowledge, trength, 
or fortune, which he employs upon all occafions 
for the good and benefit of others, has a right to 
the efteem and gratitude of thofe who receive pro- 
tection, advice, comfort, or pleafure from the 
communication of his excellencies; bur no man 
has any real merit, or claim af refpedt, from o- 
thers, becaufe his ance(tors were great and good 
men, whillt he himfelf wears reir honourable ditt 
tinctions to be oms {hame; “A pompous tire and 
glaring equipage may attract the attention and re- 
verence of the undifcerning vulgar, whilft nothing 
but real merit, an ‘open, fincere, and generous 
heart, can have any kind of pretenfion to the e- 
fteem and affection of the wife and the good. . A 
great foul lies very often concealed under mean 
appearances, and many a fad wretch has glittered 
with all the external badges of Honour, who, ina 
virtuous age and nation, would have been thouche 
a difgrace to the pillory. | 

To fet this matter in a clearer light, ler us ‘exa- 
mine a little into the ground and ‘foundation: of 
this fam:ly mere, and fee whether: it will be {uffici- 
ent to fipportthat grand fuperftruéture that hu- 
man vanity generally raifes upon it.----Ifthe ho- 
nour of families confifts in being able to trace 
baek their pedigrees to, diftant ages, til they 
lofe them(elves in the, daiknefs and obfeuriry of 
an uoknown aotiquity, we are all equally honour: 
able in this refpect, being all defcended from -an 
original equally antient, the fame common father 
of mankind; burifit confifts in having our ancet. 
“ors diftinguifhed by honourable offices, titles, 







































2 
pofts, and badgesof honour, and great eftates, 
this requires other previous confiderations in ar- 
der to {ete their merit upon a juft and folid foun- 
dation. Letitbeferioufly enquired how thefe ef 
tates were acquired; haw thefe tides and honours 
were obiained. When we fee.a vain man, puffed 
up with an opinion of his fuperior wealth, we natu- 
ally turn our thoughts upon the methods by 
which it was raifed, and rhe ufes that are made of 
i. lf it were raifed by virmous and honourable 
means, by God’s fpecial bleffing upon. the indaf- 
ty, the frugaluy, the courage, the knowledge, 
the integrity, and the piety of their virtuous an- 
ceitors, there is a folid ground of inward fatisfadti- 
on, ifnot af glory 5 and if it be employed to fuch, 
and fuch only, purpofes as reafon and religion di- 
rect; toatts of generofity, hofpitaliry, and chari- 
ty, the owner of fuch a fortune has double reafon 
to rejoice. in his portion, and to expect the rever- 
ence and affection of thefe who receive comfort 
and affiftance from the overflowings of his prof: 
perity: But if, on the other hand, the boafted 
fortune were founded in facrilege or blood, rapine 
or fraud, oppreflion. or: vice, private or public 
plunder, the eriginalis corrupt, the title “is:crimi- 
nal, and the renure difhonourable; it is (asthe phy- 
ficians fay) anerrorin the firft conco&tien, which 
can never be reétified in the fecond ; “~wharis un- 
juftly gor, is as unjuitly deveined s whatever is, 
In iff own nature, wrong, can never, by any 
length of time or prefcription, be made right ; and 
the imigniry and difhonour that cleave to an unjutt 
poffeflion can never be done away; though, in 
the opinion of the world, they may; by length of 
ume be diminifhed, or entirely forgouen, So as. 


Lea 
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to, utles, if they were really the honourable re 
wards of honourable actions, they do honour to 
their virtuous and honourable defcendants; but if 
they were the rewards of faccefsful villany, trea- 
shery, or treafon, venality or corruption, or an in- 
famous. proftitution of public faith and charaéter, 
to the vices and follies: of a court, they: leave a 
ftain‘and a blot upon the bearer, which defcends, 
without any real diminution of infamy or guilt, ro 
the lateft pofterity.. But you will fay, it'is poffible 
there may arife, in fuch a family, aman of fuperi- 
ovmerit and virtues who may retrieve its ho- 
nour; by being really worthy of all the undeferved 
diftinctions beftowed upon his worthlefs anceftors. 
Doubtlefs this may be, and often is, the cafe; bur 
thenethis {till recurns to the old foundation of 
perfonal merit, asthe only real and natural foun 
tain of Hoxoxr, -Sucha perfon, as this-view of rhe 
cafe fuppofes, is not honourable becaufe of his 
defcent from fuch a ftock, bur becaufe he hasa fut 
ficient fand of merit within himfelf, which would 
make him truly honourable, though he had prung 
from the dregs of the people. Perfonal. mevis, 
therefore, founded in ttue greatne/s of foul, and real 
virtue, always was, and always will be; the fole 
foundation-of Hanexr, Nobles have been feen to 
difhononr their titles by bafe and abject vices, and 
perfons of mean extraction have advanced and 
ennobled their families by their great and excel- 
lent qualities; And as sts more bleffed to give than ts 
recerve, {0 itis more honourable and glorious ro 
leave honours to our potterity, than: to receive 
them from our predeceffors, to be the authors and 
founders of our’ own nobility, and, to ufe the ex- 
preflion of : Tibersas, recorded by Tacitus, eAn- 
. nal, 
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wal, Lib, VW. tobe born of one's self, when he was: ene 
deavouring to palliate the defect of birth in Curesns 
Rufxs, who was, in every other refpeét, a very 
great man, Curtins Rafus videtur mihi ex fe'natus, 
The firft founders ofevery honourable: family 
mult have been fuch; muft have raifed them- 
felves from an inferior ftate of ob{curity aod po- 
verty;.muft_ have been the defcendants of mean 
and ignoble progenitors. unlefs we could fuppofe 
thar the firft great man of the family fprung out 
of the earth, or dropt out of the’ clouds, with all 
hisimplements of honour abour him, laden with 
fuch a {tock of titles, coroners, ribbands, and what 
not, as might be diftributed among all his pofteri- 
ty, from generation to generation, 

Were the genealogy of every: family, from the 
flood:down to this prefent time, faithfully pre- 
ferved, there would, probably, beno man valued, 
or defpifed on account of his birth; there would 
not be a beggar in the ftreer, or afcoundrel in New- 
gate, but would find himfelf lineally defcended 
from great men: And it is. no imprebable con- 
jecture, that the poor negroes, whom fome of our 
planters hardly confider gs part of our {pecies, 
are lineally defcended from. rhe father of the fathful, 
who was ¢he friend of Ged, (Ufa. xli. 8.) Noris there 
inthe world a family. fo rich, as not to have fome 
poor; or fo noble and honourable, as not to 
have fome vicious, lewd, lazy, worthlefs branches 
defcended from it, if not the founders of it.---] was 
onceat a noble lord's table, where a fawning para- 
fire was offering up a good deal of this naufeous 
family incenfe, in return for a good dinner, which 
he had juftreceived. My lord, who had a fou! 
too great, anda talte toa delicate, to relifh fuch 
fulfome 
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fulfome flattery, cut him fhort with this rough 
fenfible rebuke pr'ythee Ned, {aid he, let us have no 
more of this uff. That ts, in my opinion, the moft he 
wourable family, that has the feweft r--—-pues and Ywh---res 
sa st, It would, doubrlefs, be a very entertaining 
fight, to fee the progenitors of any one femily in 
the world, for two or three thoufand years back- 
ward, paffing in review, with all their proper en- 
figns of digniry, or marks of infamy, all the prd- 
per diftinctions of honotir or difhonour, virtue or 
Vice, riche$ or poverty, How meny knaves and 
fools, as well as beroes and philofophers; would 
Sppear info long adefcent! How many aifferent 
{cenes of riches and poverty, {cy thes and {ceptres, 
rags and ribbancs {words, {pades, and pick axes, 
Ge. would diverfify the motley preceffion! 

I was rother day to vifit my honoured friend 
and kinfman Leolixe ap Khees, ap Shenken, ap Florvel,, 
@p Tndor, ap Gurgoin, K{quire, who, like a primi- 
tive hero and philofopher, fupports the dignity 
of the moft antient family in the world upon a 

retty patrtmonial eftate of 15/, per Annam, which 

¢ boafts has never been increafed by ufury or 
trade, by rapine or fraud, or diminifhed by luxury, 
for above jeven hundred years laft patt. His chief 
riches and glory confilt in a large roll of parch- 
ment; that will almoft cover one quarter of his 
eftate, in wich he boafts a pedigree, rifing up to 
hear an hundred years after the flood, though my 
good coufin verily believes it might be proved, 
that he defcended i a direét lime from Noah hin. 
feif, and if that could be fairly made out, it would 
follow that he was Hneally defcended from dem: 
and though any reafonable man would think thet 
és muchas, in confcicnce, he could expeét or de- 


fire ; 
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fire;, yet, as my coufin never-makes, any. boaft of 
this great anceftor, he plainly: infinuates that his 
family fubfifted long before shat pretended Father 
of Mankind was fo much asthought.of. As this 
parchment-tree is very anuent, and’ the rats have 
made {ome depredations upon.the family, which 
beve occafioned many breaks and mutilations in 
the pedigree, care has been; taken, from time to 
time, to fupply the feveral: vacancies with {uch . 
characters as may be fuppofed to do moft honour 
to the venerable ftock, and are moft fit to appear 
in a genealogy ofherces, My coufin, to fay the 
truth, is acomplete perfen of Honour. He knows 
how to fupport the dignity of his chara€ter, and, 
at the fame time, to fhew, upon proper occafions, 
all that humility and condefcenfion that areiofepa- 
table from good fenfe and true boneur ; fo that, though 
he {corns to foul his fingers with the dirty bufinefs 
oftrade, or puzzle his brains with the pedantry 
of learning, nor give place to any little, up-ftarr, 
poh-dilnvien mufhroom, who may have raifed an 
eftate by his hands, or his brains; yee he will 
fometimes humble himfelf fo far as to honour 
them with a vifit, to accept of a dinner, er fome- 
times ha'f a crown, only to fhew his good-nature, 
and that he is no more above the receiving the 
homage and fervice of his inferiors, than the rich- 
eft landlord from the poorett tenant, or the great- 
eft. prince from the meanett fubjeét; though per- 
haps he quickly forgets the favour, and befcoun- 
dreis the man that beftowed it. As he was one 
day indulging the vanity of bis heart among his ho- 
nourable anceftors, a wag in the company put 
him in mind of his grandfather, who had been 
hanged fer fheepfealing, My coufin, with a figh 
and 
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and a fhrug, acknowledged the fa&; but not 
without a hearty curfe upon the memory of the 
‘then reigning minifter, who, whilft he was lavifh- 
‘ing away honours and titles, pofts and penfions, 
‘upon fome thar better deferyed his fate, took no 
‘care to. prevent the untimely fall of a truly great 
faan, by making him at leaft an Admiral, a Gene- 
ral, a Judge, or a Privy-Counféllor. | 

Now, that thereis no real, intrinfic, and fubftan- 
tial good in all the advantages of birth and fortune, 
éven folly itfelf muft confe(s, . But fuppofe there 
were; yet, confidering the uncertain duration, the 
‘precarious tenure, that they may be forfeited, even 
in this life, to the fentence of juftice, or the breath 
bf the people, which alone can keep the bubble in 
play, and prevent its finking into nothing; or if 
not-that, yet we are fure it will die with us; it will 
then fail us, when we {hall have moft occafior for 
‘eomfort, I mean in the agonies of pain and fickne(ss 
‘arid the hour of death; no wife man can think there 
is any thing valuable in it bur the oppormnities 
and intereft it may give us to do more good in 
the world, and promote the benefit and happinefs 
of mankind, Now, whether a man that doats up- 
‘@n an-‘imaginary treafure, that only feems to ftuff 
_ out an imaginary idea of human greatnefs, but 
which can neither make him wifer, nor berret; 
that can neither give health to his body nor peace 
‘to his minds; that can neirher prolong his life, nor 
give him comfort at the hour of death, can have 
any better pretenfions to true greatnefs of mind than 
children, or lunatigs, diverted with play things, 
and delighted with baubles.---Let themfelves be 
‘Jadges. 
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{ cannot difmifs this article without 4 few melanie 
choly reflections upon the vanity of worldly great- 
nefs, and the infatuation that generally awends it 
even beyond the grave. J particularly: mean that 
folemn mortifying farce of grandeur, that, by the 
cuftom of many nations, is acted over the graves 
of greatmen, There cannoc (I think) be aife 
verer fatire upon human weaknefs and folly, than 
ro fee aherald, dreffed in all his habiliments, break- 
ing the white rod, and making folemn proclama- 
tion, that, whereas it bas plealed Almighty God 10 take 
out of this miferable world the foul of the moft unable, mighty, 
and'pnifjane prince, &c. What pompous epithets 
are thefe for a poor breathlefs finner, whole body 
is condemned to be food for worms and creeping 
things, and his foul perhaps-----! Berrer, methinks, 
it would be to prociaim aloud to the audience ali 
the virtuous, memorable, and ‘righteous actions 
of the deceafed, to which all the people fhould 
give their folema atteftation, and blefs the memo- 
ry, whilft chey bewail the death of the departed 
faint, or hero; to challenge them to make full and 
due proof of any unjuft or difhonourable eétion, 
with a promife, in the naene of the fucceffor, of full 
and «mple reparation, This would be puting the 
character upon.a right feor of Honour, and giv. 
ing public proof that he was determined to fup- 
port and maintain the honour of his family, by 
méking honourable reparetion for all the injuries 
which the ignorance or iniquity of his predeceffar 
mieht have commited,--Like that folemn and gle- 

icus appeal, which the great Prophet Samnel made, 
a his own perfon, to the multitude, when be was 
refigning the fovereignty, which he had fe long 
and{o giorioufly exccuted among them. 1 Sax. 
Xi. 
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xii, 3. Bebola, bere f am, witne/s againft' me, before 
the Lerd, and before his anointed, Whole ox have / take 
en, or whole af bave 1 taken? When bave 1 defrauded, 
or whows have l oppreffed? or of whofe hand have I reces- 
wed any bribe te blind mine eyes therewith? aad I will 
reftorett.----Blefled and truly honourable would the 
memory ofthat man be, to whom the univerfal 
voice of the peaple could give the fame folemn 
atteftation chac was then given: Aad they faid, Thom 
haff net defrauded mor opprefed ms; esther baff thon tak- 
en aught of any man's hand, cAnd he faid unio them, 
The Lord x witnef again? you, and his anointed i wit 
wefs agarnft yor, this day, that ye have not found anight it 
my bands, sind they fuid, HE 1S WITNESS. . 
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LETTER VI. 


Think 1 have fufhiciently hewn the vaniry of 

being proud of any of the ourward advantages 
of fortune, birth, or {tation, from this fingle confi- 
deration, that nothing accidental or external can 
add any real excellency to our natures; can make 
us wifer or better, or more truly honourable; they 
add nothing to. the man, they communicate noth-. 
ing, to the foul, which is the only feat of ue grear- 
mne(s and. Hewexr, Let us now examine wherher 
thofe things, that are more properly our own, be 
able co furnifh out any better excufes for. vanity 
gnd pride: Thefe are either the excellencies of 
the pody, or the mina. Ofthe farlt fort, are deanery 
and ffrengrh: OF the fecond, kzowledze or learning. 
That on the former of thefe there is no depen- 
deace, is the melancholy object of every day’s ex: 


perience. 
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perience. Sicknefs or forrow, pain’ or grief (from: 
which the faireft and ftrongeft have to exempn- 
on: no protection) will quickly deface the fineft: 
beaury, wither the moft blooming face into. pales 
nefs, wrinkles, and defermity, and break the 
ftrength of the ftonreft and ftrongeft man in the 
world; fo that thefe, ar firft fight, appear too: 
weak .and infufficient to fupport that faperftructure: 
of vanity that the weak and filly are too apr'te 
raife yponit. if there be any thing thar can fup- 
port or excufe this prefumption, it muft be the 
sulents of the mind, thefe feem to: be immediately 
ourown, and intrely peculiar to us, and give 8 
man a {uperiority much more agreeable to a {pi- 
ritual and rational being, than all the adyantages 
of beaury, birth, titles, riches, and fortune, which 
are all external, and foreign to the man; where- 
as the mind is properly our own, or rather is our: 
felves, and seed oh our very effence, 

That the moft exalted improvements of humans 
underftanding are no fufficient foundation for va- 
nity or boafting, might eafily be made appear from 
numberlefs confiderations, Were] to confider 
paticularly the redioufnefs and difficulty of artain- 
ing to any tolerable degree of knowledge in’ any 
art or fcience, the ob{curity and fhortnets of our 
conjectures upon the moit concerning queftions, 
the little dependence we have upon the’ ftrength: 
or continuance of our intelleétual abilities, rhe flen- 
der partition there is betwixt wifdam and madnefs, 
learning and folly, how {mall an accident or difor- 
derin the animal @conomy, the ferment of the 
fluids, or the heart of the brain, would ‘confound 
and deftroy the fineit underftanding; it would be 
{uflisient to mortify the prowdeft heart into a fa- 
ber 
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ber and: religious degree of humility, gratitude, 
and devotion; it would convince every feriou$ 
confiderate man, ‘that the higheft pitch of know- 


ledge he can attain, cannot furnif{h him with a tox 
lerable excufe for vanity: or felf-conceit 3 that there: 
is really in the nature of things no. °foundation 
to fupportit; that all the appearatices ofir are 
founded in the weak and partial comparifons we 


make between ourfelves and others; and that this 
comparative fuperiority is only betwixt ignorance 
and imperfection, and arifes purely from felf fove, 
and a narrow underftanding. if che moft learned 
man: in the world would go out of himfelf, and 
furvey the numberlefs works of God, and wen- 
ders of nature, where no certainty can be obtain- 
ed by the ftrongeft human genius, and moft. com- 
prehenfive underftanding, it would diffolve the 
charm, "break the bubble, and remove the illufion,; 
which {well the hears of che filly and. the vain in- 
to an opinion of fuperior wifdom or greatnefs, 
and fhew them the imperfection of the moft exalc- 
ed human knowledge. 

Alb our Knowledge is either of words or things, 
The Knowledge of words or languages is the gate 
of {cience, the path of knowledge, but fo long and 
fo redious, that it takes up a good deal of che fhort 
{pan of life to be able to atrain to a competent 
knowledge of them, infomuch that many are fo 
weary as to {top there, to fir down contented with 
their prefent attainments, and proceed no further, 
Numbers of thefe are to be found in the learned 
world, who confider themfelves and each orher as 
prodigies of learning, men of profound erudition, 
only for being able to exprefs their ignorance in 
variety of languages, ‘Their conyerfation and 
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writing embellifhed with {craps of foreign language 
es, which they think much more‘valuable and in- 
ftructive chan plain good fenfe and found» reafon, 
expreffed in their own native language, .4_ shad 
once’ the honour of being acquainted with one 
of thofe learned gentlemen, who direétly anfwer- 
ed the character that Boslean gives of a pédant, 
Tout heriffe de Grec€$ boufid’ ignorance. . Who could 
never be perfuaded that Norris and Locke were 
men of learning, becaufe theré washardly a quoe: 
gation of Greek or Latin to be found in their writings, 

Our knowledge of sbings is:ar. beft fhort and 
imperfect, full of obfcurity and uncertainty; the. 
little the wifeft of us knows:extends no further than 
our own fyftem of the parts, of which we have 
only a general and fuperficial knowledges; we-fee 
no further than the furface and’ ourfide of things, 
as directed by che general law. of motion; all be- 
yond this is mere pue{s-work, conjecture, and un- 
certainty, And the vanity: ofiour {uperior know- 
ledge can only: proceed from fuperior ignorance, 
the ignorance of ourfe!ves, :our fouls; our bodies, 
their union, their mutual affections, their feveral 
relations ro the reft of the fyftem, and the im- 
preflions they receive from them.: Let the wifett 
man but go out of bimfelf, and furveythe immeafe 
extent of nature, the variety of its works, the:re- 
gularity ofits motions, and the harmony of pro- 
vidence; and let him feriouly pronounce how 
little ishis real knowledge, how great bis ignorance. 
Let him take a profpeét of the vaft dimenfions. of 
thofe aftonifhing heaps of matter that lie within 
the rerch of his fenfes; let him confider the ftu- 
pendous. motions thar agitate the vaft mafs of mat- 
cer, and whirl abour the numberlefS immenfe bo- 
ches 
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dies that take their courfes through the unmeafur- 
able fpace; and carry his thoughts into that im- 
menfity, where imagination itfelf can find, no li- 
mits; let him confider that infinite. duration which 
is befere and after him, and, finding his own life 
included in, it, lechim: obferve the little {cantling 
of it that falls to his:;fhare. Let him thence carry 
his thoughts into the inrelle@ual world, that infr 
hite number of good and evil {pirits, with all theie 
feveral orders, ranks, and claffes, who have their 
diftinét offices and habitations in the feveral centers 
of light and darknefs; let him confider the vaft 
mulutude of the dead in. their feveral receptacles 
and manfions, who, though dead to us, are now 
more alive and aétive than when they were united 
to thefe mortal bodies; let him add te thefe all the 
living inhabitants of this earthly globe, how few 
there be that know. him, thar think of him, or 
have any thing te do with him, and then return 
to himfelf, and confider what rank he holds in the 
univerfal fyftem, what is his ftrength, his power, 
his knowledge; above all, lec him contemplate 
the incomprehenfible attributes of him who made 
all thofe, creatures 3, who is always prefent to eve- 
ry one of them, fupports and governs them; fees 
at once into the minds of fuch an infinite variery 
of free agents, and directs their thoughts and paffi- 
ons to carry on his defigns in the management of 
the whole, yet without offering any violence to 
their. free agency; inftead of dwelling upon his 
own {canty portion of knowledge, wifdom, and 
power, and comparing # with fome of his inferi- 
or fellow creatures, let him draw the comparifos 
between himfelf and his creator; and if, after this 
furvey. he can find any occafion for vanity, boatt. 
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ing, or felf-conceit, he muft be either an obftinate- 
ly blind, or a contemptibly filly, creature’ 

But fuppofing the moft that can be fuppofed, 
that our knowledge were as perfeét as our rank 
and nature can require, there would ftill beas little 
room for vanity and boafting. The perfeétion 
of our nature confifts not'in the foundnefs or ex- 
tent of our underftanding ; all the Knowledge and 
learning in the world, if it tends not to humble 
the natural pride of our hearts, to teach us thé 
knowledge of ourfelves, to purify our affeétions, 
to mend the heart, and make us betrer men, if it 
does nor tend to promote in us, humility, devo- 
tion, and charity, though we conld talk with the tongues 
of men and of angels, we fhould be but as founding brafs 
and tinkling cymbals. The Devil, doubtlefs, knows 
more than the moft learned, or perhaps, than all 
the learned men in the world, and yet is the moft 
miferable of all beings. The immenfe capacity, 
the mighty powers, the extenfive views, and fiery 
perceptions of his angelic mature, whillt feparate 
from the meek light and love of God, are to him 
an infinite fund of anguifh, an abyfs of mifery and 
defpair. No; the perfection of our nature is 2 
pure heart enlightened by faith, and animated by 
charity ; and itis really a mortifying thought, to 
confider, how feldom a clear rational head, and 
an honeft upright heart meet together. 1 have of- 
ten reflected, with grief and pity, upon feveral 
eminent characters, both among the living and the 
dead; perfons blefled with fuperier talents, great 
intellectual abilities, men that could reafon, com- 
pute, and infer, and draw’ rational conclufions, 
who yet employed them to no better purpofe than 
fo contrive and execute the bafe ungencrons de- 
 figns 
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figns of a covetous, proud, ambitious:heart; who. 
whillt they were capable of advifing and affiftin 
the helplefs, the ignorant, and unknowing, in t'.< 
fraudulent ways of this crooked world, yet have 
not honefty enough to advife you for your inte- 
reft, if they could miflead you, in order to im- 
prove their own, and make your ignorance and 
credulity a ftep to theirewn promotion, and the 
advancement of their fortunes. Heace you too 
often fee, in almoft all focieties, even of learned 
men (I wifh I could except the moft facred! ) from 
the conclave, down to the governors of a petty 
grammar-fchool, as much artifice, intrigue, chi- 
eane, ancd-.------ as in a poor little country corpora- 
tion, In fhort, we may pronounce, as the apo/fie 
did upon another occafion, all men feck their own, 
All that fincerity, generofity, charity, and public 
{pirit, which are infeparable from great and noble 
minds, are buried under the low views, the. for- 
did defiens, the felfifh ambitious {chemes, of cor- 
rupt. ungenerous hearts.. There is nothing more 
frequent, nor more to be Jamented, thante fee 
the greatef{t patrons, ecclefiaftical as well as civil, 
betrayed by their too great confidence in the trea- 
cherous profeffions and pretences of felfifh and 
defigning favorites, into fuch unworthy promou- 
ons, as their own generous hearts, if not deceived, 
would abhor; whilft men of equal or fuperior 
merit, are neglected or difcouraged, for fear they 
fheuld {tand in the way, and obftruét the coverous 
or ambirious views of the reigning favourite. 

lam led inte this way of thinking, by che re- 
membrance of my own particular fufferines, which 
though Ihave long ago forgiven, I fhall never 
forget. Give me leave to tell yor my own ftory, 
ki which 
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which I fhall make as fhorr as 1 can, At my firft 
fering outfrom the univerfiry to try my fortune 
among other adventurers in the great lonery of 
the world, 1] had the good fortune to be well re- 
commended to three eminent perfons in town, 
They quickly agreed to prefent me tO a certain 
great minifter-and patron, who received me in 6 
manner, a5 much exceeding my expectations as 
my defert, and difmiiled me with {trong affurances 
of his favour. A favourite domeftic, who was ¢ 
kind of Premier in the family, who really wanted 
norhing bur an honeft heart to make him truly # 
great man, conpratulared me upon the kind recep: 
tion I had met with, and promifed to improve 
every opportunity of promoting my intereft. { 
departed, well {atisfied that my fortune was made, 
that] had nothing more to do but to qnalify mys 
felf for future favours, by endeavouring to deferve 
them, Accordingly, | retired to my ftudies, and 
was, in my own Imagination, poffeffed of every 
thing that could make my future life happy: Ie 
was not long before a vacancy happened, which 
my friends immediately concluded would jalt ane 
{wer my reafonable expectations, and determined 
to wait upon his lordfhip, and beg it for me; 
They were received by my worthy friend, who 
hac promifed to be my advocate, and were told, 
that his lord{hip was at prefent engaged, bur he 
would watch a proper opportunity ot recommends 
ing me in’ fuch a manner, that he could ftarce 
doubt-of fuccefs. Upon the firft information, ] 
haftened to Town, to wait upon ry patron, and 
acknowledge his favour; but, to my great fur 
prize, I found it had been given away, the day bes 
vOre, tO another, upon the fole recommendation 
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of my very worthy and learned friend, upon whofe 
affurances I had fo heartily depended. However, 
rallied up all the philofophy | was matter of, 
and, like the honeft man in the Oxford Jes, de 
termined, fince I could not geta place in town, to 
take one ia the {tage coach, and leave the treacher: 
Ous and cunning feckers of this world to {cramble 
and divide irs favours among them, Accordingly 
A retired to my litle patrimony, where | have 
Juin mony years buried among the ignorant and 
the merry, the noily aad the lond; negleéted and 
forgotten by all, bur him that made me. 1am fo 
much 4 philofopher and a chriftian, as freely to 
forgive my very worthy friend for falling into 
the ways of the fafhionable world, in which his 
ambizon tempted him, and his talents enabled 
him, to appear to advantage; but had J been in 
his cafe, and he in mine, 1 think 1 could never 
have forgiven myfelf fuch treacherons inhuman 
behaviour to an open-hearted, undefigniog perfon, 
whom | had encouraged to depend upon my aifitt- 
ance, only that | might have an opportunity to 
difappoint and betray him, 

1 had not mentioned this ftory of my departed 
friend, (reft and peace to his foul!) bur asa friend- 
ly admoniuon to che living, who may be tempted 
by the fame corrupe views, in like circum{tinces, 
ko fall into the fame indirect pra&tices.  Infinceriry, 
even among the mfincere, even ia courts and high 
places, is condemned as deteitable by thofe who 
practifeir, bur as horrid and execrable by thofe 
who fuffer by jit,----Not to diftinguifh a man of real 
merit, is a. mark of ignorance; notte prefer {uch 
A mao, in my judgment and efteem, fhews a mean- 
nefs of fouls not to endeavour to procure. him 
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the rewards offuch merit, when’! have it in my 
power to do it, is an argument of an indolent, fel- 
filh, or enviolts fpirit; to refufe him my beff alfitt- 
ance, when Ae humbly craves: it} is inhuman, un- 
generous, and difhonourable, — Buerif,, unasked 
an id unfought, | offer my afliftance,’ and pretend 
to ferve him if my infincere profeflions of friend 
Fb betray hint into an unhappy dependence up: 
ona me, and a neglect of ather applications, which 
might have been ‘made with berter fucce {s3 if lim- - 
prove his unhappy fecurity intro an. oceafion of be: 
fraying him, whillt IT pretend to ferve him: ‘If, 
nor content with this, | thould infult the unhappy 
fufferer, ‘make a jett of his credulity, atid expofe 
him to the ridicule of others----] fhould abhor my- 
feif, and think i deferved ro be kicked oue of the 
cteation, ie 


eee © eee Poste ce SSS remy ye Sears A eee 
LETTER VII. 


4% S my hopes and _ fears for this world are ve 
ry moderate, | endeavour to pafs through it 
witti a philofophical indifference, rather asa 

filentand impartial fpectator, than as one that’ has 

any real intere(t in it, or concera ‘about it) 1 oF 
cen fee, avith a mixture of indignation and pity, 
cie mean fhifts, the dirty fervices? the abjeét con 
phances, thar are: necellary’ to engage the favour 
of the great, and make) ai tolerable appearance a- 
mong the candidates for ‘wealth and’ power; Sél- 
jilinejs, a narrowness of foui, and bajenefs of heart, are 
the bitter root of this pernicious evil, Every 
man-.ef this make is hissown firft coufin, neareft 
relation, 
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( $9 ) 
relation, and beft friend; and confiders ‘his pre- 
fent portion of intereft,’ wealth, and power, in no 
ether light than that of an improvable ftock for 
the fole behoofand benefit of the proprietor, and 
therefore'turns his whole attention to ways and 
means of making the faid improvements. ‘This is his 
fingle view ; whatever charaéter he affumes, what- 
ever profeffions he makes, all terminates in him- 
felf, “All his pretenfions to generofiry, friend{hip, 
honour, and public {pirit, are only thin difguifes 
to conceal the abject views, and bafe defipns, of 
a felffh ungenérous heart, Thofe, whom he pre- 
tends to honour with his friendfhip and confi- 
dence, in his heart he regards only as fo many 
tools, or inftruments, neceffary for the execution 
and fupport of this @reat and important point, to 
blow up an immenfe bubble of vanity, and pre- 
ferve itas long as poffible from buriting. ‘This 
is the true {tare and temper, ofall the ambitious; 
the coverous, ‘the felfifh’ feekers of this world, 
Were you to apply by yourfelf; or your friend, 
to fuch a perfon as a patron, your real2character, 
your abfolute and perfonal merit, whether you 
were a°man of ability, virtue, and honour; whe- 
ther you were fic to be trufted with fuch a com- 
miflion, to fill fucha poft, or execute fuch an of- 
fice, with dignity andcourage, would be no part 
of the queftion; bur whether*he will come into 
meafures; whether he will obey the word of com- 
mand; wherher he be fir to anfwer feveral o- 
ther purpofes, ro promotethe fevera! {chemes he 
has in view, or perform any.fecrer fervices which 
the neceflity of his affairs may require. This will 
be the fole ftandard and reft of this {purious equi- 
vocal merit, For, when the head and heart of a 


patron 
s 
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patron are perverced by finifter views, indirect 
fchemes, and felfilh defigns, he will be {ure co 
encourage none bur fuchashe is affured are both 
able and willing to promore the fame views, and 
affift in the,execution of any favourie. (cheme, 
which he may think neceffary for the increafe or 
fecurity of his fortune, his power, or his perfon, 
Now, whenl fee aman facrifice his uaderitand- 
ing and con{cience ro his ambition or his covet: 
oufnefs, or be a tool ora fave to the felfifh, par- 
tial corrupt {chemes and inwigues of others; in 
whatever form or figure he may appear, I . cone 
fider him in no other light than that of a pimp, or 
procarer, and | chink itis hardly a matter of quefti- 
on, which is the moft infamous profeffion. of the 
two, to beapimto a man'slults, or to his vanity 
and ambition. The former is, indeed, in common 
eftimation, reckoned the more {candalous ; but rhe 
latter may be more truly infamous, and much more 
deteltable, becaufe the former may concern none 
but himfelf and bis w----re ; but the other may have 
fatal and .execrable confequences upon pofteriry, 
This fingie confideration may aceount for num 
berlefs whimfical promotions that have beens and 
may hereafter be, made in all ages of the world, 
Hence it has come to pafs, that many poor ereas 
tures, whom nature defigned for rat-catchers of 
pedlars, have been fet in high places, exalted 
bove their betters, have wallowed' in luxury and 
plenty, whilft better men have wanted bread, If 
there were no terrible confequences attending this 
pernicious evil, i¢ would be ridiculous enongh to 
Know and confider the many and peculiar kinds 
and degrees of merit, to which fome forrunate 
people have owed their promotion, in every sao! 

Q: 
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( é: ) 
eflife, The being ufeful or neceffary to a patron; 
the marrying a near relation, or the being able to 
require one good turn with another, ‘have always 
been efteemed good and laudable reafons for pre- 
ference; bur, that a man fhould owe his promot 
on purely to a wrong turn of head, or corruption 
of heart; to a ridiculous calt of face, or {cr of fea- 
tures, is a litle whimfical and unaccountable.---—~ 
I had once the honour to be paying my duty tos 
preat minifter, who, in the hunting feafon, was 
come into the country to enjoy the pleafure of that 
healthy diverfion. Atfupper he was mentioning 
to me, with great marks of approbation and efteem, 
@ young clergyman, who appeared that morning 
upon the field, well mounted, fmartly dreffed, 
and one of the moft alert {portfmen he had ever 
feen; and concluded with faying, Hew « clever 
joung fekow, 1 waft, and ws, rake care of him: And, 
had not this reverend fport{man been forced, foon 
after, to travel into foreign countries, in order to 
 €{cape hanging in his own, which he richly deferv- 
ed, he might, for aught I know, before this time, 
have been-----------— 

Men that have pufhed their fortunes, and raifed 
themfelves by fuch odd and unworthy arts, as 
none but the worthlefs and undeferving could ever 
practice, contract by degrees an habitual narrow- 
nefs of foul, and a judicial poverty of heart, unca- 
pable of every generous thought, every noble 
end uféful defign, of enjoying their plenry and 
honour, and fupporting their characters with dig- 
nity and eafe, and employing their intereft and 
fortune for the good and benefit of mankind, but 
raging with an infatiable thirft and 25 for 
more, Such as thefe are to be mer with in every 

{tare 
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fate of lifes litle, hungry, penurious ereatures, 
who, though never fo tull, are never fatisfied; 
who, though they have much more than they de- 
ferve, or know how to enjoy, are always craving 
for more; and whatto do? why, only to enrich 


‘fome worthlefs booby, whilft, they fuffer men of 


Jearning, probity, and honour, to ftarve.-—-I re- 
member, many. years ago,.a humorous mad fel- 
low. about town, who. had the /plendida bis 10 an 
extravagant degree. He was, by. profeffion ,4 
maker ana mender of fouls, Hehad a mould for the 
former, and a philofepbical renter (as he called it) 
for firetching the narrow and contraéted, and ex- 
tending them to their due demenfions, As { was 
one day trudging down the frrand, | chanced to fee 
him, in-clofe conference with. that lite fhriveled 
old fellows. Gripe, she fcrivener, An interview be. 
twixt two fueh exwaordinary. perfons, 1 thought, 
mutt be fomething very particular, and J had cu- 
riolity. enough to make a halt to fee the event. 
My friend, the operator, happening to {py me 
acrofs the ftreer, leaves his patient, and fteps over 
tome. Sir, faid he, what do you think? J have been 
offering that eld fellow to make him a foul; the dog fays, 
he has one already, but lean hardly believe bingy I ane 
fare, if he bas, it was none of my making; and I offered, 
to make him a dozen better and larger than his for a grat. 
Viby, {aid 1, did you noe offer 20 renter bes-old ome? pene 
eer Lim t--Aaid hes-rot bim, 1 weuld as foon try te tene 
tera colweb,---1 am fure st is fo thin, and forotten, it 
would break under my hands, lke a piece of met brown 
paper. The moral of this mad {pecch is applicable 
to thoufands,” .Qus capit, ille facie. 

Mackind. may be fairly divided into Parroms and 
Cients tome who are able to give, and others 
who 
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63 
who want to receive ;: Some who have favours to 
beltow, and-others who have favours to ask: 
Some who are forced to depend upen the affiftance 
and protection of others, or make others depend 
upon them. The neceffities of mankind, and the 
inequality of their fortunes, make this dependance 
neceffary 5 and it is the bufinefs of philofophy and 
religion to regulate the exercife, and dircé the 
management, of this dependance, fo as to make it 
ufeful to the public, and anfwer the great purpofes 
and defigns of providence, which is, to make one 
man’s fuperfluity a relief to another's neceflity ; one 
man’s itrength a fypport to another man’s weak- 
nefs; all mutually con{piring to promote the glo- 
ry of God, the welfare of the public, and the be- 
nefic and happinefs of each other. Now, when 
men of merit, who are not always the favourites 
of fortune, are diftreffed in their worldly circum- 
{tances, and find there is nothing to be got but by 
mean and difhonourable practices, they are too of- 
ren tempted ro let go their integrity, and {wim with 
the general {tream of corruption, rather than ftarve 
with honour and a good con{cience; for, as nei- 
ther of thefe are markerable commodities, no won- 
der that gold and filver, with a good proportion 
of brafs, carry all before them; andif, under fuch 
difcouragements, there. be a vifible decay of vir- 
tue, honour, and public fpirir, who can wonder 2 
It is a reproach to religion, humanity, anda 
liberal education, that there fhould be found, a- 
mong men of learning, and, in other re(pects, of 
fair and virtuous characters, that meannefs and lic- 
venefs of mind, asto regard none but themfelves ; 
to ingrofs and inclofe the whole fountain of fa- 
your, and exclude the modeft and fincere from the 
I obfervarian 
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( 64 ) | 
obfervation of thofe, who, ifthey knew them, 
might be difpofed to favour and reward their mo- 
detty and merit; or, by vile calumny or mifreore- 
fentation, traduce and expofe the charaéers of 
thofe whom they envy, hate, or fear, asrivals and 
competitors. Nothing gives me a greater idea 
of thofe two great men, Horace and Virgil, than 
that they could, without jealoufy, or emulation, re- 
commend and (upport each other in the favour 
of the moft polite. and munificent patron in Rome, 
Uhey were mutually confcious of each other’s me- 
‘it in their different places; there was no compe- 
ition for favours, nor did either of them think 
bimfelfeclipfed or injured by any applaufé or ade 
vantages received by the orher. Aw sffo vivitur 
sllte quo, tu rere, modo, is the anfwer that either of 
ihem would have given to the impertinents of this 
age, as well asofthar, Thefe were the natural 
dictates of an open ingenuous mind, of a large and 
generous heart: But when I fee men of excellent 
underftanding and eminent learning, intent upon 
nothing but their own advantage, aiming at’ noth 
ing but riches and power, undermining, fupplant- 
ing, and betraying every man whom they appre- 
hend may ftand in his way, and obftru& ‘their 
d-lfith, covetons, or ambitious defigns, [ view 
hem in no other light than that of religsous hac k- 

fiers, OY learned flockjobbers, ‘Let aman’s head be es 
ver fo fall of learning, or cunning, of what fore 
foever it be, ifitbe under the direction of 4 little, 
corrupt, felfifh, covetous heart, let their {tate or 
employment be wharit will, whether it be in ftocks 
or {ciences, lotrery-tickets or various readings, 
whether in libraries or change alley, folving pro- 
vicmé! or cracking nuts} publifhing new editions 

or 
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er finging old ballads, reading lectures, making 
moule- -traps, or felling turneps they are all | equal: 
ly removed from all pretenfions tovsrse Hexonr, 
@r Greatne[s of Mind, 

Good Senfe and trne Honour ave ever attentive to 
true merit, in whatever form or dre(S it appears, e- 
ver ready to beltow or procure due encouragement 
and fuitable rewards, ro relieve the indigent, fup- 
port the induftrious, and raife, out of o (curity 
and want into light. and plenty, the modett and 
deferving, who have wanted opportunities of ap- 
pearing in the worldto advantage, [| was much 
delighted with the graceful and. generous manner 
in which the late archbifhop of Rheinss (Le Tilher) 
mntroduced the celebrated father Afabilloz to Lewis 
XIV. Sir, faid he, J have the ran ee, to prefent to your 

maaje/ty the mot learned and mode/t monk iz your kingdom. 
This was the language of a great foul, truly wor- 
thy of a perfon of his eminent worth and { tation, 
who confidered his mode {ty as adding luftre and 
dignity to his learning, pis making that an intro- 
duction and recommendation to the reyal favour, 
which, without fuch a patron, might have beea the 
moft likely to exclude him fro om it for ever. 

Patronage, whether in church or ftate, is the 
exercife of a great branch of power. ‘Pawer in 
all its branches and fubordinations, whether natu- 
ral or. political, ecclefiaftical or civil, is a ralent or 
truft derived from the fupreme fountain of pow 
er; for the. ules or abules of which, a fevere ac- 
haunt will one day be required. The nature and 

fes of this truftare clearly implied in the very 
nature of the grant, which is, that it be exercifed 
upon proper o jects, andin a proper manner. All 
thac are employed in this trait, trom the king to 
the 
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the petty conftable, are confidered as minifters, ‘ 
vice-gerents, and officers, accountable to him 
from whom they have received it, The prince 
is the immediate ménifter of God, Rom, Xili. 4, Sue 
bordinate magiftrates are his minifters, deputies, 
or vice-gerents, accountable to him forthe manage- 
ment of the refpective provinces, The ufes of 
this delegated authority, or minfterial power, can 
be no other than what are agreeable to the nature 
and will of the fupreme lord, And thefe, both 
reafon and revelation affureus, are to be aserror, sor 
to good works, but to the evil ; revengers to execute 
wrath upon them that do evil, Rom, xili 4, For the 
puuifhmeat of evil-deers, and the pratfe of them that do 
well, 1, Pet,ii. 14. Now, if princes, and all chat are 
puts anchority under them, weald truly and indifferent 
ly munifter juftice to the puniliment of witkednefs and 
vise, and the maintenance of true religion and virtue, 
things would quickly be putupon a right foot, 
and all competitions for favour would be brought 
fo a peremptory and impartial decifion, by the 
unerring rule of truth and righteoufnefs ; the evil- 
doers would have nothing to hope, and the well- 
doers nothing to fear; real merit, virtue, and ho- 
nour, would be the never-failing fteps to prefer- 
ment 5 infamy and {hame would be the infeparable 
companions of vice and iniquity, The learned, 
the pious, and the good, would have the firft 
and faireft claim to the favours of the great; and 
the enemies of religion and of honour would be 
banifhed not only from the courts of princes. but 
even from the houfes and countenance of all good 
men; and thetruly honourable, of bothfexes, would 
be as much afhamed of appearing in the company 
@f a libertine, or infidel, as to be caughtina a:jfba- 
bsile 












































( 67 ° 
bslle, Orin company with a bawd, or 4 pick-pocket ; 
and the rewards of virtue would be given to none 
but thofe who had merit enough to deferve them. 
{fall conclude with a fhort {tory,----Once upon a 
time, there lived, in acertain nation, a2 man of irae 
Honour, & a confiderable patron, who, in the difpofal 
of his favours, regarded nothing bur the real merit 
of the receiver. He had long entertained very 
favourable intentions towards a clergyman of great 
merit, who had lain fo long buried in the ob{curi- 
ty of acountry village, under” the infolence and 
oppreffion of a wrong-headed country ‘fquire, 
that the poor man looked upon bimfelf as quite 
hopele(s, helplefs, and friendlefs; when, all of 
a fudden, this worthy patron furprifed him with 
the prefentation to a living of very confiderable 
value, The poor man, amazed at this unexped- 
ed generofity, immediately waited upon his pa- 
tron, with-all thofe decent and grateful acknow- 
ledgments which fo uncommon a favour might 
be reafonably thoughrto deferve. The patron 
cut him fhort with chis rough, good-natured reply; 
Sir, pray pare your fpeeches, and keep your compliments to 
yourfelf s you are under no manner of obligation to me. 
for, bad! known a more deferving WBA th England 
than yourfelf, you lhoula not bave had st, 
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LETTER VIII. 


oufnefs of fome inherent worth or excellen- 
cy in ourfelves, or fome honourable relati- 
on we bear to our maker or fellow-creatures ; from 
fame 


A Juft Senfe of Honour proceeds from a con(ci- 









































C 68 ) | 
fome real fuperiority we enjoy on the ftage of 
life, ox in the feale of being, which never fails to 
in{pire a great and generous mind with noble fen- 
uments, fuitable and correfpondent to the real 
dignity of our ftate and nature, fo as to {cern to 
be guilty of an unworthy or difhonourable thought, 
word, or action, thar may difgrace our real cha- 
racter, or degrade us from the rank in which we 
fhine, to the level of our inferiors. Thus in the 
{cale of beings, men in general glory in diftin- 
guilhing themfelves from the brutes, by exerting 
their rational and intelleCtual faculties, in fuch a 
manner, and to fuch noble ends and_purpofes, 
as the great author of our being intended : fo they 
diftinguifh themfelves from children, and men of 
fenfe from fools, by ating agreeably to their fu- 
perior fenfe and knowledge, and {hewing a man- 
ly and rational contempt of thofe baubles and 
trifles, which are the fupreme delight and enjoy- 
ment of childhood and folly, Men that areexaited 
to Iigh ftations, either in church or (tate, dittin- 
guifh themfelves from the world below them by 
fuch vigilance, attention, integrity, and courage, 
as their exalted ftations, the preatne(S of their 
charge, and the extent of their provinces, may re- 
quire; and the man of quality and Honeur diftinguifh- 
es himfelf from his inferiors; not fo much by his 
title and equipage, as by the candour of his mind, 
the benevolence of his heart, the polirenefs of his 
manners, and the generofity of his aétions; and 
therefore fcorns to tarnifh the luftre of his cha- 
racter, by faying or doing any thing thar has a 
mean, fordid, or ungenerous appearance, and 
the truly good chriftian, whofe hope, and trea- 
fure, and converfatien is in heaven; who confi- 
ders 
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ders himfe!fas a citizen of the sem Jers/alem, keeps 
his heart and eye immoveably fixed upon the glo- 
rious dignity, the immortal honour of his bigh 
calling in Chrift Jefus, which he {corns to fa- 
crifice to luft or pride, ambition or covetoufnefs, 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked werld: 
well Knowing that this prefent world lieth in dark- 
ne{s, and that all the riches, and honours, and 
pleafures it can poffibly beftow on its deluded 
votaries, are not worthy to be compared with 
one moment’s enjoyment of that unfpeakable glo- 
ry which God has prepared for them that unfeign- 
edly love him and keep his commandments, 

The dignity of human nature, even in this ftate 
of humiliation and pennance,is fo obvious to any 
attentive mind, that the very heathens difcovered 
it by the light of mature; many of them talk juft- 
ly and magnificently of our original grandeur 
and primitive perfection, before we fell into this 
{tate of mortality and forrow, ‘and of our glorious 
reftitution to eur primitive felicity. This they 
{poke of, not only as a traditional truth derived 
from the father of the new world through all the 
branches of his family, but as an inward fentiment 
ofnature, interwoven with our very frame, and 
effential to our being, of which we find many me- 
morable teftimonies among the writers of the 
pytbagoric and platewic {chools, all attetting this great, 
but melaacholy, truth, thac we are a race of fin- 
ful miferable creatures, fallen from our original 
glory into a ftate of impertection and mortality; 
that we are notnow what we once were, what the 
preat author of our being intended us to be, and 
what we fhall be hereafter. © This view of our 
condition has been, in all ages, a ceafon for think- 
ing 
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ing and ferious people to confider what was that 
} erfection, what the original felicity of our nature, 

fave we came to lofe itr, what was the original of 

evil, and of all the calamities that have ever fince 

overfpread the face of the earth, and detained the 

whole human fpecies under the bondage of mife- 

ry and death, whether there were any poffibiliry 
i of a reftoration, and what the moft probable 
{| means to effectir. All agreed in this, thar it was 
| the lofs of fome inward teafure, fome {piritual 
and rational perfeétions, which could only be re- 
covered by mortifying the animal life in us, which 
is the death of the inward and {piritual, by preff- 
ing through the flavery and darknefs of corrupt 
nature, into the fupreme center of life, light, and 
glory; confcious, at the fame time, thar, under 
the prefent ruins of innocenee and happine(s, un- 
der the veil of this corruptible mortal body, there 
lay concealed a glorious and excellent nature, an 
immortal fpirit, fighing for deliverance, and lonp- 
ing for redemption from the bondage of corrupti- 
on into the glerious liberty of the fons of God; 
that to this glorious and immortal fpirit there be- 
longed a glorious and immortal body,. which 
they called che cennatural, she luctform, the immaterial 
body the [ubsile vehicle or chariot of the fowl; exprefii- 
ons frequently 10 be met with in Ayerocles, and o- 
ther pychagoric and plasonic writers, apreeable to 
what St. Pax calls the f{pirirual body, 1 Cor. xv. 44. 
‘T hat this glorious body, with its glorious confort 
the foul, which, in fcripture language, conttimte 
the snward mau, were confined in this prifon of 
ficfh and blood, from which it had no poffible 
ineans of efcaping but by weakening and mortify- 
| ing our natural appetites and bodily lufts,. which 
are 
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are the chains by which we are. detained in this 
prifon of corruption and death 3that every inviul: 
gence of the animal life was prolonging our. caps. 
vity, ftrengthening our chains, finking us deere 
into the mire, putting us into the inner prifon, 
and putting our feer fo faft in the ftocks, as to 
render our efcape difficult, ifnaot impoflible: It 
was taking off, or clogging at leaft, the wheels of 
the heavenly charrior, and clipping the wings of 
us divine inhabitant, fo as toretard, if not iurive- 
ly to obftruét her return to her heavenly country. 
Hence proceed the many noble and affecting ex- 
horrations to the exercife of all the moral virtues, 
and encouragements to all che difciples of wifdom, 
to perfevere in this glorious warfare, to fubdue 
their bodies by abftinence and mortification, te 
purify their fouls by a contempt of riches, plea- 
fures, and all the vanities of life, and fleftly lu/ts, 
which war againf? the foul; to abftain from every in- 
{tance of impurity and uncleannefs, as a difprace 
to the dignity of our nature, and an ‘affront and 
difhonour to him that made us. : 

But as the beft and wifeft of the heathen mora- 
lifts found by fad experience, their utter inablliry 
¢o perfotm this mighty task, to complete this 
mighty deliverance from the captivity of fin and 
seath, they allagreed in the neceflity of begoing and 
depending on rhe afliftance of fome {uperior power, 
whofe divine influence and mediation they felrand 
acknowledged, and called by different names, with- 
out knowing what or whence it was. 4r:/forle calls 
It sacellectus agens, by which he meant nothing more 
than a sertain, created, intelligent being, or narure, 
fubftirured by God to illuminate the human. foul, 
ro excite actual attention in if,and communicate to 
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fin ime aoe inion to the human foul, ag the viftble fun 
se its light and influence does to the vital nature 
But the beft philofopher 
Relics ‘ed it to -be the voice and. pout of God in 
the foul, exciting in. it good thoughts and holy de: 
ecial grace, ta. con- 
ption, avid revurn f0- our 
ne which 1 could] 
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fere called the jon dd Luke iif 39, he creared 
susage af the ever-bleffed rrinscy, Jj» endued with all pers 
feétions neceflary ¥ for his exalted rank ‘in: the 


fcale of being, which was'to be Supreme lord and 
governor of f thes (4 planar y world. re deta 

For the beter underitan ding our real: and pro- 
per perfection, let us try if we can {trike our any 
light, either from reafon or révelation, into the 
original, prefent, and future itare of human. naiure. 
Jn the firit i inquiry, reafon can give us no affiltance; 
and the light we receive from revelation, is fee bile 
and ob{cure,. We are ailured, thar we were crea- 
ated in the image of God; fut the prec file fignifica- 
tion and extent of thaci image is no where e direttly 
{peeified. © Ali thar we can learn: abour ; is from 
the analogy of faith, comparing feveral pire 
Ons and propheue {3 fie and what the ferip- 


ares parce. RS 
tures declare conce ening. our redemption and furire 
glo ry, which mult be ar which we lelt by 


the eect Adam, and ae recover in the fecord 
. As to our prefent {tate, itis a (tate of difcord, 
contention, and oppofiuon, betwixt Good an 
evil, light and darkae/ s, the fle ‘th aad the (pir 
The, ggod find them(elves powerfully excited anc 
aflifted int he operations of this haly warfare, by 
an omni poveat loving {pirit, who manieits | 
elf by ineffable impre effions of light and power up- 
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and members of Chrift, + Cor, vic t¢. That under 
this dark veil of Aefh and blood, there lies con-— 
cealed a glorious and heavenly body the connae 
caral yehicle of the foul, St. Pax/ confeffes, 2 Cor. v. 
and calls it our boule which w from Heaven, yer. 2. 
which he oppofes to eur earthly boule of this taberna- 
ce or Corruptible Body, ver 1, and expreffes bes 
Ltoaning and carne/? defre at leat, it nor his hope, that 
be ihould woe be uaclosbed, or put off this mortal 
body by death, but have ic abforbed into his hea- 
venly luciform body, as Esechand Elijah had, ebae 
mort alety me ghe be fwallowed up of lifer ver, 4. The 
fate of the wicked in this world (till they be fhue 
up id final impenirence) ig a ftare of difcipline, 
probation, and hopes the good f{pirit of God ftrives 
wih them, encourages them by mercies, terrifies 
inci by punifhments, alarms them: by checks of 
con{cience, invites with the hopes of everlatting 
happineis and unf{peakableglory, and threatens 
them with endlef$ and unfpeakable torments, And 
as no man is fo abfolutely wicked, as to extineuifh 
ail {énfe of gvod and evil, and to renounce all ap- 
pearances of virtue, which, to the moft corrupr 
minds, will ever appear amiable; hence they fub- 
(irate, the external forms and appearances of 
virtue, ta the room of folid and fubitantial righte- 
oufneis, which has given occafion to corrupt and 

partial obfervers of human nature, {uch as Epicurus, 
Hebves, Rochefoucalt, Mandeville, and other writers 

of the fame clafs, to refolve all virtue into affeéta- 
moa, vanity, and felflove, which it mult be con- 

feffedis the true ground of thar counterfeit humili- 

iv and charity, which, in the fafhionable world, 

paifes under the flame of politenef$ and good- 

acceding, [he true pattern of folid virtue, and 
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{tandard of perfeétion, is the life of the bleffed 
Jefus, who came down from Heaven to inttrn& 
usin every branch of our dury, to teach us the 
dignity and worth of the human fouls, one of 
which he declares to. be ofmore value than the 
whole world, and for which nothing lefs than the 
ineftimable price of his moft precious blood could 
be afufficient ranfom, He taughrus, by his pre- 
cepts and example, that true grearnefs of mind con- 
fifted in a contempt of the world, in renouncing 
all the riches, honours, and pleafures of this mor- 
tal life, in overcoming all the temptations of luxu- 
ry, vanity, and pride, to which our feveral ftares 
and conditions of life may expofe us; and that 
our real happinefS is not to be found in this world, 
but only in that which is to come. 

As to our future ftate St. Joh tells us in general; 
x John iii. 2. That we are xop the fons of God, bie 
sf dorh not yet appear what we foall bes but we know 
shat when Chrift fhall appear, we forall be Ike him, for 
we fall fee him as he iss which, without correfpon- 
dent faculties, we cannot do. So then, if we be 
partakers of his {piric here, we fhall be partakers 
of his glory hereafter; if he has, by the mighty 
operation of his grace, purified our fouls from 
Gead works, be fad alfe change our wile body, thar it 
may be like unto his glorions body, according te the wat eh- 
ty morking whereby he is able co fabdue all things te bim- 
felf. ‘Yhe form and {plendor of our lord’s glorious 
body are very fully and diftin@ly defcribed by the 
evangelift St. Joh», to whom he appeared in the 
ile of Patmos, Rev. i, 13, 14, 1f, 16. He was 
cleathed with a garment down te rhe foot, and firt a- 
bout the paps with agoldem girdle, his head and his hairs 
were white like wool, #3 whsre as fuow, and brs eyes were 
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as a flame of fire, and Oi feet Icke xuto fine braf, as if - 
they burned in a furnace, atd he voice as the found of 
many wrters, and bis countenance was as the fun foineth 
in bes ftrength,. In comparifon of this, how. faint 
and fecble are all the expreffions, hew contempt- 
ible are all the forms of worldly glory. The mag- 
nificence of an eaftern monarch is no more.than 
childrens play, when compared with the glory 
that fhall be revealed in every true member of 
Chorift Jefus.. Can any hope,. any intereft, any 
glory, be equal to this? and can thofe mena have 
any pretenfions to Honour and true Greatnef. of Mind, 
who renounce this. high and heavenly calling ? 
who reject the offer of immortal life and glory, 
and endeavour to perfuade themfelves and others, 
thar they have in them no principle or hope of im- 
mortality, but are only dropped. into the. world 


‘by chance, to live and die like the beafts that pe- 


rifh, Thefe gentlemen ought to be regarded, by 
every fincere chriftian and lover of virtue, not only 
as énemies to the crofs of Chrift, but. as. traitors 
to their own {pecies, and enemies of human ne- 
ture, as they endeavour to deprive us of that glo- 
rious hope, which alone can. fupport us under. rhe 
manifold diftrefics of this mortal life, And it-is 
worth obferving, that while the good chriftian. 
Patiently fubmits to the anguifh of pain, the con- 
finement of a fick bed, the infirmities of old age, 
and the agonies of death, in the hope of a glorious 


‘refnrrectioa to immortal life, thefe men who have 


renounced this high and heavenly confolatien, 
when they fall into the comman calamities of life, 
fick under them into dejection and defpair, and 
fly to an opiate, or a piltol, to pyt an end to.a 
soiferable jife, The te chriffiian, conf{cious of his 
heavenly 





ee? 
heavenly original, fupported by a hope full of im- 
mortality, preffes on boldly and fteadily iv the 
pat that leads to eternal life, and {corns to do a: 
ny thing that may difprace the dignity of his hea- 


venly profeffion, andis afraid of nothing bur the - 


difpleafure of his God. He {corns to protticure 
the exalted faculties of his heaven-bora foul to the 
fervile drudgery of ambition and covetoufnefs:'or 
pollute his body, which is the temple of God; 
and defigned for eternal glory, by lult and intem: 
perance. He confiders all mankind as his bre- 
thern,'and ‘fellow-heirs of the ‘fame promifes, 
whom be thinks himfelf oblized to aifift and com: 
fort, tander ail the difficulties and diftreffes of thi 

mortal life ; and is theretore ever ready to do good 
and to communicate, without hypocrify, or pac- 
tiality, or refpect of perfons; and he finds alrea: 
dy the earreft of his furure reward, ‘the (éal’ of his 
redemption, even the peace of God which paffeth 
all “underftanding, NS-—--this is) true ‘Honour; 
whith the princes of this world can neither give, 
nor take away. This is the Honoxr that cometh 
from God only; and SUCH HONGUR HAVE 
ALL® HIS SAINTS, | 
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LETTER IX. 


God, as well’as of juftice and charity to ott 
fellow-creatures,: are bound upon us, by the 
fober diétares of natufe, reafon, ‘and’ common 
fenfe:- The former, T hope, 1 have fufiiciently 
fhewn, inthe courfe of thefe lerrers’}-and it would 
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be as eafy to fhew whar particular kinds of behavi- 
our may bereafonably expected from Afen of He- 
nour, and true Greatnef of Adind, in the feveral dif- 
ferent branches and arucles of fecial life; bur I 
{hall confine myfelf to one or two inftances only, 

There is a fort of complexional tendernefs and 
affection for our {pecies interwoven in our very 
nature, which is finely expreffed by a word peculi- 
ar to our language, which is samausty, This 18 
that which involuntarily melts and foftens the mofé 
favage hearts at the fight of a miferable object, 
This makes us naturally moura with them that 
mourn, and grieve for the miferies of thofe whom 
itis not in our power to relieve: And when we fee 
aman fo herd-hearied, fo void of all pity, fo loft 
to all fenfe of compaflion, as not to affilt the mi 
ferable and afflicted, and do the beft he can to re- 
lieve them, we juftly call him an tebsman brutih 
creature, But, as this natural tendernels is in al} 
men, more or lefs, and in fome entirely weakened 
and deftroyed, by the corruption of their hearts, 
the violence of their paffions, ‘the bafe treachery 
and infatiable avarice of felf-love; therefore men 
have been forced to patch up and improve. the 
ruins of it, by certain artificial methods ofeducati- . 
on, which we call gosd-manners and good breeding 
by which rhe language and forms of humanity are 
infome mea{tre preferved, without any correfpon: 
dent fympathy in the inward man. Hence pro- 
ceed the affected figh, the aukward {mile, the hy- 
ing tear, the ceremonious compliment, the infin- 
cere promife, the merry mourning, and all the 
various forms and. fhapes of hypocrify, which 
pafs current through the polite world, under th¢ 
venerable names of good-marnre aud good-manners 5 
frem 
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them, and get them removed into a happier firn- 
ation: This is an unanfwerable proof that there 
is, even in thefe ruins of human nature, fuch a 
virtueas adifnterefted benevolence, and that thisis not 
ean artificial, 
plainly from hence, that we fee even children, and 
people of weak underftandings, who are not ¢a- 
pable. of abftragted refle€tiors, who ‘te moft 
‘thoughtlefs of their own condition; and incapa- 
ble of entering into the profpeéts of fururity, have 
the motft tender and afeéting featiments of com- 
paffton.. But when we proceed further, and reflect 
upon the divine fatisfaction that arifes in a gene- 


teus heart, 


eo nae ( 79 ) 
frdm whence (és I have already obferved) the par- 
tial and corrupt obfervers of human nature have 
taken occafion to refolve all the appearances of 
humanity and benevolence among mankind into 
olicy, afteGtation, or felt-love: But let thefe ene- 
mies of human nature declaim and reafon as loud- 
ly -and perverfely as they pleaie, fure 1am, there 
is fuch a) principle as generofity and benewolence, the 
original growth of human nature, implanted in us 
by the great author of our beings which is in'epa- 
rable from great and worthy minds 3 which, how- 
ever may be checked and buried under the cor 
rupt paflions and inclinations of degenerate nature § 
yet has {till (ome force, even in the worft of tem- 
"pers, and.is an invincible bias anc direétion inthe 
beft, Ler us but obferve the involuntary (1 had 
almoft faid, 
that. arife in the hearts of all men, who are not 
_ quite abandoned, at the fight ofan unhappy ob- 
ject in diftrefs 3 and the God-like pleafure that a- 
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80 ) 
a good-natured, compaffionate thing, toa perfow 
in diftrefs, ofhaving relieved his’ forrows, ‘and 
comforted an afflicted foul, it can proceed from 
nothing but a confcioufnels of having aéted agrees 
ably to the dignity of our nature, fomething wor- 
thy ofa great and generous foul, 

This is faying a great deal; burthis is nor all. It 
i poffible that all this may be done by the mere 
{trength of good nature, but efpecially if joined 
with good fenfe, and improved by wifeand ftrong 
reflection 3 ‘bur there is yet behind one poss of bo- 
Hour, one tnffance of @ Lreat and noble foul, which mere 
nature, unaflifted by the grace of God, can never 
attain to; and that is, after the command and ex- 
ample of our bleffed mafter, ga forgive injuries, to love 
our enemies, to blefs thens that hate ws, to pray for shemw 
that de/pitefilly nfe ws dnd perfecute as. This i¢ 0 
hard leffon to’corrupt flefh and blood, and appears 
as abfurd and unreafonable to tinmortified reafoti, 
as to be inlove with ficknefs and poverty, or to. 
pray for peftilence and famine. Burt, ciat‘even this 
is a duty, though not difcoverable by corrupe 
reafon, nor apreeable to eur corrupt paffions, 
not only bound upen us by the obligations of re- 
ligion, but perfectly agreeable to the fapreme truth 
and nature of things, I fhall endeavour to make 
appear from thefe two confiderations : 

t. That an unforgiving revengeful temperéen 
only proceed from a littlenefs and weaknef$ of,. 
mind, and a narrow underftanding, 

2. That, by plain confeqtience, a foroivenels of 
injuries, and a placable and merciful difpofition to- . 
wards thofe that commit: them, is an infallible 
mark of a preat mind, animated by noble fenti-. 
ments, and jult views of the real tate and ultimate 
iffue of things, : 0. heefieread: 


~ 





: 


| 
| 
: 


MN 1°58 523 jtges estat rensa sig sd gperttess foes thts tsadedereetensinget tebe egneates Peekasase es tnt Usd teat seat Ey 








Ce8r)) 
Infirens eff aims exiguig s voluptas 
Gisio,----was the obfervation of a wife heathen; and 
whatever opinion the milirary gentlemen (who, in 
all ages and nations are much the fame,) might 
have, of the lawfulnefs and expediency of revenge, 
the wifer and betrer part of the heathen world, the 


-moralifts and philofophers were univerfally agreed 


te condemn it as ungencrous and unmanly. If we 
duly confider the real ground and foundation of 
aoft of the enmities and difpures which divide and 
difturb mankind, (I mean private perfons) wege- 
nerally find, they arife from fuch trifles as 2 wife 
man would be afhamed to own. All the great ar- 
ticles of human property are happily fecured to 


every good man by the laws of his, country, and 





all controverfies upon thefe accounts are eafily re- 
ducible to ajuft and equitable decifion; but the 
things which break thefriendfhips, interrupt the 
peace, and trouble the repofe of mankind, are ge- 
nerally of another nature; {uch as litte competi- 
tions for intereft, or emulations for fame, honour, 
and precedency 5 a wry look, a conrempruous ex- 
preflion, adifrefpeéttul behaviour, or even the mif- 
taken appearance of either, which a wife man 


-would have defpifed:and pitied, has too often pro- 


duced bloody and tragical confeguences. Now, 
how is it poffible that fach trifles fhould difcom- 
pofe a reafonable mind, force itfrom its fituation, 
and precipitate the angry foul into a ftate of fury 
and diftraction! tow comes it to pafs thar fuch 
trifes, as have no real conneétion with our happi- 
nef{s, no exiftence bur in our diftempered imagina- 
tions, fhould have fo much power over us, as to 
difarm our reafon, baffle all our philofophy, and 
drive ysro fuch degrees of madnefs as sae: enrail 
forrow 
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forrow upon our laftmoments, and caftsus into 
endle(s mifery ! Why, it proceeds only from ® 
{hameful weaknefs of mind, a defeé& of reafon, and 
a criminal indulgence of fancy, ‘imagination, and 
paflion. This may help to explain a commonob- 
{ervation: Thar cowards are moft prone torevenge, A 
man ofa detle mind, who has been guilty’of mean 
and atfbonourable practices, judges of other men by 
himfelf, and meafures every man’s fentimenrs ‘by 
hisown, and therefore cannot expect that @norher 
fhould forgive him, what he knows he'could*not 
forgive in another ; and is therefore under continual 
apprehenfions of fuffering what he ‘knows’ he'has 
deferved, and can never think himfelf fecure till he 
can find an epportunity of finifhing his malice *by 
fome un(ufpedted treachery in an unguarded hour, 
So «ue is that faying, sez: cowards have been known 
go fghe, and fonzerimes to conquer, but were never known 
to forgsve ¢ which gave occafion for the Spani/b pro- 
verb, agreeable to the genius of that proud, cow- 
atdly, vindictive nation, forgive me she imjaries yon 
bave done me, ) 

Forgivene/s of injuries, therefore, and a merciful 
difpofition towards thofe that have injured: us, 3s 
an infallible mark ofa great and noble-mind, ‘and 
is our indifpenfible duty, 1, 4s reasonable crea:mres i 
hut more (0,2. 45 chrifisans, | 

As reafonable creacures, we fhould ferioufly 
confider the real ground of our complaints, the 
{ubjeét-matter of our contentions, the nature of 
thofe articles, in which we are capable of doing, 
or receiving injuries; ard thee appear, ar firlt 
fight, co be nothing more than the trifling appen- 
dages of this fhort precarious ftate of being; litle 
circumitances, arifing fromthe prefent omer 
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ftate of things, in which the real and proper hap- 
pinefs of our naturé is no way concerned; a {tate 
that will quickly have‘ad end, and in the nexrftage 
of exiftence ‘will appear as not worthy to. be re: 
membered by rational and immortal {pirits, cre- 
ated for everlafting life and glory. Of thefe,. if 
we would forma right judgment, we fhould judge 
ofthem as God judges. We fhould endeavour 
to view them in the fame light as they appear to 
glorified faints and angels, the glorious hoft of 
heaven. To thefe bleffed {pirits, all our eager 
competitions, and fierce contentions for intereft, 
or fame, riches, glory, crowns and {cepters, king- 
doms and empires, appear juft: as contempuble, 
though not fo innocent, as the {quabbles of chil- 
dren about play-things and baubles, or chickens 
about a worm ora barley-corn.--We fhould next 
confider the prefent ftare end condition of humaa 
nature, and the relation we ftand in to our MAKER, 
and fellow-creatures, We are all the unhappy off- 
spring of unhappy parents, a weak, unconftant, 
wifling, giddy generation, the children of vanity 
and-corruption, though heirs to immortal life and 
glory. The beft.and wifeft man amongft us has 
his peculiar foible, his: particular infirmity, she fx 
that eafily befets him, his unguarded hour, his for- 
getful moment, expofed to numberlefs temprath- 
ons,’ and never fecure from falling. Think, now, 
what degrees of charity, compaffion, and chriftian 
forbearance every man ought to fhew to his of- 
fending brother, Should God be extreme to mark | 
what the very belt of us has done amifs, what 
fiefh could be faved! and fhould all mankind #- 
gree in the rigorous demands of juftice, what 
sould be cman but univetfal confufion and de- 

folation! 



























84 ) 
folanon! now, what reafon has ‘any man to ex- 
pect forgivene(s either from God or. man, who 
will fhew none to thofe‘who have injured or: of 
fended him? can we reafonably hope to receive 
that we refufe to give? can we expeé for ourfelves 
what we deny to ethers? no, furely: it is there- 
fore, our indifpenfible duty, as reafonable creatures; 
as freely to forgive, as we hope to be forgiven, 
Bur the obligation is {till much ftronger upon 
us, as weare (or profefs to be) chriffians, Theblef- 
fed jesus; whole difciples we profels to be, who 
is the fole fountain of light and life, truth and ho- 
nour, and who beft underftood its true nature, has 
taught us, throughour his whole gofpel, thar the 
Only true Honour of a chriftian is to refemble his 
father which is in heaven. ‘This is the-only sue 
freatne/s of wind which ought to diftinguith a true 
chriftian, [t is on this account he commands and 
charges this duty of forgivenefs upon us. And, 
that no man may plead ignorance or inability, in 
bar to this great and important duty, our bleffed 
mafter has exemplified, in his own life, every adt- 
oa and branch of duty in which true Cbrifiaw -Ho- 
nor, and Greatne/s of And, does confit. Every 
thing that the deluded world calls great and -ho- 
nourable, al} the little advantages of birth and 
fortune, wealth and power, which are the idols 
of wrong heads, and corrupt hearts, he defpifed 
and rejected. He, who was lord of lords, and king 
of kings, whows all the bof of heaven worfbip, before whom 
all the princes and nations of the earth are but as the 
drop of a bucket, and are comnted asthe fisall duft of the 
balance: he, who might, if he had pleafed, have 
made his appearance in the world with: all that 
pomp end magnificence which heaven and — 
cou 
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could furnifh for our fakes, aad, for our inftruaie 
on and example, chofe to make his entrance wp- 
onthe ftage of this life with all the eypes of humi- 
lity, abjection and poverty; to be born of a poor 
virgin, in want of all the common  neceflarieg 
which even the pooreft generally enjoy on fuch 
oceafionss and the whole tenor of his life wag a- 
greeable to this beginning. Riches, honours,and 
pleafures, which are the fupreme happinefs of ssle 
winds, and snfanttified beares, he abfolutely renoun- 
ced, aiid chofe contempt and labour, reproaches 
and poverty for his portion, whilft be wens abows 
doing good, and healing all the bodily and {piritual 
infirmities of thofe who had faith to be healed ; 
for all which he received no other recempence 
from bis ungrateful countrymen, than to be treat- 
ed as a malefactor, and to be put to the moft painful 
and ignominious death: in which laft {cene of life 
he exhibited the moft illuftrious fpecimen of sre 
reatneff of mind, in the forgivenels of his murdere 
ers: father (fays he) forgsve them, for they know sot 
what they do! ] 
Judgenow, how canignorance and vice, intemper- 
ance and lewdniefs, violence and fraud, irreligion 
towards God, and injuftice towards man, have the 
moft remote pretenfion or relation to srwe Honour ? 
can any litde, trifling, vain, ungrateful creature be 
truly bemexrable? can any {park of Honesr fo much 
a3 glow in 4 proud, malicious, {piteful heart? can 
that man have any tolerable pretenfion to swe 
greatnef of mind, who is a flave to intemperance, 
fat and folly? can any thing truly hononrable, orcar, 
and noble, proceed from a fordid, fneaking, nig- 
gerdly, penurious foul? we may, with as much 
reafon, -expeat the foul of a brute, the ve @ 
Ry, devil, 








' the fame perfon. 


‘ly advice, and was never heard to mention thesf- 
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devil, and the perfections of an angél, ko micet in 






































I know not any inftance in modern ftory fo ap- 
plicabe to this point, as that we find in the life of 
the famous Gaftou Aarqua deRenty. This illuftrious 
nobleman was a foldier and a chriftian, and hade 
peculiar feliciry in reconciling the feeming oppo- 
fition between the two different characters, He 
hada command in the Fresch army, and had the 
misfortune to receive a challenge froma perfon of 
diftinétion in the fame fervice.... The Marquis re- 
turned anfwer, by the perfon who brought the 
challenge, thathe was ready toconvince the genile- 
man that he was in. the wrong, ‘and. \if he could 
not fatisty him, he was ready ro ask his pardon, 
The other; not fatisfied with this anfwer, infilted 
upon his meeting him with his {words to which 
he fent. thisanfwer: . That be was refolued mot) te 
doit, face God and the king bad forbsdden it, otherwife, he 
would bave him know, that all the endeavours hehad ufed 
so pacify him did noe proceed from ‘any fear of him, but 
of Almighty Ged, and his difplealure s that he foould go 
every day about hrs u[ual bufne/s, and, if he did affaule him, 
he would make bim repentie,. The angry man, not 
able to provoke him to a duel, and meeting him, 
one day by chance, drew his {word, and auacked 
him, whe wounded and difarmed both him and his 
fecond, with the affiftance ofa fervant thatatrend- 
ed him; bur then did this truly chriftian hobleman 
fhew the difference beewixt a brudfh and chrifti- 
an courage; for he led them to his tent, tefrefhed 
them with wine and cordials, caufed their wounds 
to be dreffed. and their fwords to be reftored to 
them, and difmiffed them with chriftian and friend: 


fair 
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fair afterwards to his neareft friends, [t was a ufu: 
al faying of his, shat there was more true courage and 
fenerefity in bearing and forgiving an injury for the love 
of Ged, than in reqniting 1 with another; in Juffering, 
rather than revenging, becanfe the thing was much more 
aifficnlt: that bulls and bears had courage enough, but st 
was a brutifo courage; whereas ours fhould be fiach as 
Should become reafonable creatures and chriftians, 

I beg leave to conclude with this folemn decla- 
ration, In obedience to the commands, and imi- 
tation of the example of my bleffed mager, by 
whofe merits and inrerceffion I expeét to receive 
the full and free remiffion of all my fins, | do free- 
ly and abfolutely remit and forgive all injuries and 
wrongs, affronts and offences, that have at any 
time, by treachery or violence, by wrong heads, 
or malicious hearts, by falfe friends, or open ene- 
mies, been acted or intended againft me; and 
pray God they may never be laid to their charge; 
and hope, by the grace of God, I fhall ever be 
ready to return good for evil ro the greateft enemy 
{ have in the world, 


THE END, 
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